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3 A true Diſcourſe concer- 
.' -ning the certaine poſſeſsion and 
5 diſpoſſeſſion of 7 perlonsin ane familie 
in Lancaſhire , which alſo may ſerve as pactof 
an Anſwere to a fayncd and falſe D:ſrowerie 

which ſpeakerh very much evill , aſwell 

of this , asof the reſt of thoſe great 
and mightic workes of God 
which bee of the like 
excellent na- 
Lure. . 


By George More, Miniſterand Preacher 
ofthe Worde of God , and now (for bearing Wite 
weſ/e Futo this, and for enftifying the veit ) 4 ” 
priſencr ww the Clinke , where he hath 
continued alma#? for the ſpace 


of two yeares, 


Remember then magnifie the worke of God which may 
bcholde. Iob. 36, 34. 


We fpeake that we knowg2& teſtifie that which we haus 
ſeene; bur ye recciue not our teſtimpgige Job. 3-5 3. 
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Nraſnach 19d Reader as it is the ma: 
ner of mzn tnat ſet foorth any ſtorie, 
theuTh it be Eut ſhort , to gine a Reaſon 

of their purpoſe therein, least they ſhould 

ſeeme either raſhly to attempt that Which ss 
nat connentent,or othe» wiſe buſie them ſelues 
to bring forth that whico is net weceſſarie, for 
this cauſel haue thought good toprefixe theſe 

. Reaſons enſuin7 to this aiſcourſe , that ſothe 

weighing of them migi.t nakeg tne matter 

mething more worth in thetr conceite , with 
Whom nothing (thounh of it ſelfe it be nener ſo 
ſevorie) tafteth Well , except ut be rare and 
excellent , netther can they digeft that, which 
a verie good and Wholeſome, except ut be of 
great conſequence and expeitation : this 
forte may miſlike the hand!img of this ſtrange 
ftorie in ths harſhe manner , Whiles they 
affeite great and hign things: yet the moo= 
ving cauſes of ſetting it our bem conſtaered, 
way ouercome toat Curtoſitic , and Worke 


Some contentement. 
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4 To True Rravprne 
Firit then in by that both the Storig + 
£ 


of the poſſeſſion + ai5þ2ſeſſion of Thomas 
Darling, and alſo many things concerning 
the ſtraunge handling of William Siimers 
zo ſeconae the ſame, are both put in print , & 
though the trueth of both be ſufficretlie clea- 
red Feria ; yet there is great oppoſition both 
by worde & Writing offered of ſet purpoſe 
z0-hinder the crediting of either: [thought 
5t fit to adde to theſe two the ſtorie of thoſe 
3n Lancaſhirc,as frmons as the reFt , both ins 
that they were 7 in one familie all poſſeſſed at 
once , as alſo that they were ail 7 disþoſſeſſed 
Within tWo dayes by prayer and jaſting :that 
zbis alſs being publiſhed as the thirde plori- 
o#5 Witnes of the wonderfull Workes of God 
Wrought and ſeene in 3 ſcurrall Shes of 
our lande , all men might be the more moo- 


ved to beleene the trueth of theſe thinges: 


ſeeing at the mouth of 3 ſuch, ſufficient Wit= 


neſſes , it is ſo ſurely ſealed vp and confir-" 


med. 
Secondlie , in resÞett of the papiftes whe 
| doe more maligne this particular of Lanca- 
ſhire then any of the reit , labomring mights-y 
lic and by many meanes both to diſcredue 
and diſannull it; whereupon ſome of theml 
haue guen it ont , that thoſe 7 Were not poſ- 


ſet : «ther ſay, that they Were 4 7 pee 
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j To Tux READER. s 
"Put nener yet diffoſſeFt : and ſome others of 
them om : ele were all d:ſpoſſeſſed, 
yet not by Preachers of the Gospell, but by 
their Seminaries, & maſſe-prieſtes : and this 
aft runnes for currante among them, 
For there being 8 or 9 Semmaric imthe 
(lincke, diners of them ſtood out againft me 
» tomy face, and tolde mz , that What ſoever 
was done in Lancaſhire by vs, Was done by 
coninring and kntverie: «And though e M. 
Starkie him ſclfe did inftifie the Whole mate 
ter , and cleared it from all their ſlaunders, 
and that before the chiefeft of themin the 
Clincke , yet they receyued not his teftimo= 
nie, but tolde him, they had receyued the re- 
port of this from a Gentleman 1n that coun- 
irie,, Whom they Would credit before him in 
_ ehis caſe. por marnuell, for if the Charch 
of Enzlande hane this power to caFt ont de- 
vills , then the Church of Rome 1s a falſe 
(purch,for there canbe bat one true (hnrch, 
the principall marke Whereof (as they ſay) 
z5 to Worke miracles , and of themthy u the 
 greate#t, namely 10 cat out Devills. «And © 
herevpon conferring at another tyme with 
Wo of them , they bronght out this bold pro- 
re3tation , that if We could proove any ſuch 
power to be in our Church,and ſhew them an 
mfallible inftance or example 80 initifie 
A ; the 
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the prattiſe thereof , then wyould they toyne 
them ſelves to your (hurch aſemblies , and 
freely embrace our relicion. 

Trrdlie , in resþett of that groſſe and 
great errour, Which is a common and rectte 
wed opunton among tne meFt, namely , that 
we doe challenge to our ſelues ſame ſpecial 
gift to cat ont Devills aboue other men, 
which though Wwe hae vtiterly diſclaymed, 
yet many doe ignor.untiie aſcribe the effedt 
of the Wore Wrouznt , rather to ſome exe 
fraordinaric power mvs , toacn to the ordi- 
nance of Chrift , Which in na caſe ought ſo 
oo. 

But chieflie F 94ue taken 12 hanie this 
brief diſcourſe for the better clearmg both 
of. Ma.Darrell and my ſelfe,fromrnoſe ace 
cuſations and ſiaunders of caſinage & couns 
rerfeiting ,WerWithall We are charged both 
by Word and verums , as if Wee Were oniltie 
thereof , even in tas particular of Lanca- 

res 8 | | 
Pitover. For there is a booke of a large volume lates 
booke ts lie come owt vnder the name of S. H, croſ- 
a4 ſhing and contradifing the whole carſe of 
proceeding for Mai. Darrels clearing , yod- 
king me alſo with him m this develiſh leger= 
demaine (as they terme it) calling vs 4 c0u- 
ple of conſuming hipocrues vſing alſo my 
, 0 
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ether badde termes. 
T he til: of this booke is termed, A diſco- 
verie of fraud ulznr prictiſes concernings 
recaded polſcilions. It contained 5 bookes, 
the firtt whereef dot.) mare concerne me , Of 
the muter of {ute for Lancahice, thenths 
ret doe : ſu much thertore as 1 can convente 
entl:e for the clearing of bot, [ will anſwer 
vato , and leaue the reit unto him Who hath 
$u5t occaſion offered, to vſe his beit defence 
an that beha'fe. 

La5Fle for that thu diſconerey Whoſo8- pirwwe, 
wer be ve, finds ,reat fault Veuh ſome of ouv bookets 
ricudes, forthat they jþake fo mach of the _ = 
arfþoſejſimn of Summers im 4 little treatiſe booke to 
or two, bat nothing of the disþojſeſſio of theſe ar; $2. 
7 in Lancaſhire and of ſome others: «And booke $o 
ſeemes ſometimes to challege 1s to makes our ig, 
anſwere , if we haue any more to ſay, and to 

ſpeake for our ſelves What We can, 

Upon theſe wt occaſions , [ haue under- 
zxaken thus ſhort diſcourſe , hoping here by rs 
detett the falſehoode of this diſcanerie con- 
eerning thy particular fatte , by clearing it, 
and inu the resF winch are like unto it , of 
ſuch maluious laundters 4: are rayſed 4- 
gain#t it : that ſo all things being fauthfullie 
deſcribed from point to point , appertayning 
to 4/45 watier , all men may ſee , both what 
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gu cauſe 7 haue aboue any other to des 


ende this , as the wonderfull works of God, 
&« alſo that it might petter appeare, whether 
We or they that hane Written and dcalt a- 
gain#t vs , be deepeFt in this diſſimulation, 
and Who bee greatefÞ confiners and deceys 
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' Abriefand truediſcourle con- 


tayning the certayne poſſcſſhon and 


diſpoſſcflion of 7 perſons in one familie 


in Lancaſhire, 3s namely of Tohn Starkie, 
Anne Starkie, Margret Purdman , Ellyner Hurdman , Ellen 
Holla ide, Margrer Byromand Ieanefſpron,which may 
ſerve{as an interim)far a pecce of an anſwerete 
chat fraudulent difcoverie latcly come out 
which depraveth theſe.afwell a» the 
| reſt ot thote great & mightie 
: workes of God, which 
be of the ſame 
| kinde. 


———— this diſcourſc,! means 
not to mcddle with thar 
decentful and depraving 
PS diſcoverie, further then 
LASSN concernes this matter of 
KK facte for Lancaſhire on- 
—=" he, reſerving all matters 
of opinion, and the anſwering of all their 
obi tions, toa more full and fitter time. 
And ſo avoyding all tediouſnes as nears 
_ es [can,[ will indevour fullie and plainly 
to reveile the trueth, that | may quicklie 
diſpatch the ſtorie. 
And bccauſe the drift of this deſperate 
detraQtour is to derefte our dealing with 
the 7 tobe adcceciucable practize, alwell 
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as the reſt which are ( by him) pretended 
{>co b:: And charthis chictclt oppoſition 
vnto this worke conliiteth in g.piincipall 
things, which b:1ng (ore vreg<d andeatiiic 
r-ceyucd, will endanger giently the credit 
of the Storie. t:: refpot hoof, | will di- 
gelt this whole diſcouile wo 5 principal 
hcad-s or chicfe places; which may (:rus 
fitly.both co gue more light ro the ſtorie, 
and for a more duct aunwere to the dls 
COUcTIC. 

In the firſt place,I will as truclie as I can 
deſcitbe the itare of theſe perſons and of 
their ſtrange and troubleſome afflictions, 
together with the ourward cauſcs and oc- 
tons thereof, which allo continucd for 
the moſt parre, far the ſpace of two y-ares 
and a halfe, b-fore we came vnto rh<m. 

Secondly, I will (cr downe the itraunge 

fignes ſhewed forth by them, both gene+ 
_ rally and parricularly, ro proouec that they 
were truely and actually poſlciled. 

In the ; place 1 will ſhcw the cauſes and 
eccaſtons of our c6ming ito Lancaſhire; 
&what begnning& proceeding we made | 
in pcrfo1 ming thac great worke which we 
roukc in hande. 

Fourthly,1 will manifcft the meanes, & 
gleare the maner of theur deliuerance. 


And 
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And laſtly, will bricflic mention the fi- 
enes of then diſpe {1 11,6, which may fcrve: 
tocicaren Fom all tutpuion. 

Theſe points | pu: p-otc briefly to rouch,, 
& not to hand]. the at laige according to 
the worth ines « fthe mare: which indeed 
is ſuch as duth deſerve both a more ful dil 
courle, and alio a moic picgnant facultie 
to commend it, then 1 am able to afforde, 

In the firit place, order recuirech, thag 
we (hcw- the ſtate of thee 7 pertuns af= 
fAlict. d, b-ftorc wi. come viiro them, which 
was melt tavge ar:d fra full,,ir:d howe ig 
came {519 patic, ard fihe ceutinuance 
ct it forth: {,ace cf two years and more: 
all which may plainly appcare by this 
which foiloweth. 

Ar Cl. worth in Lancaſhire within the 
pariſh of Liigh, theie dwcll:th one Ni 
cholas Starkic gentleman, who maricd & 
gent, woman thar was an jnhererrix, ard 
of whoſ. kinr.d fome were papiſtes, of 
whom {ome partly for Religion,and paite 
lie for thar the lai:dz d.ſcerded not tothe 
heires mal.-,viſhed ard vowed thil topray 
for the pe: ithing of her iſſue, and accor- 
dingly 4 of hc1 chiidren (thovgh ar their 
b:rth likely win. )yer afc: rwaid pincd as 
way in mot lirange mancre 4 

| Some 
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Some of Mrs Starkis kinred obſerving 
how one childepincd away after another, 
moued with copaſiion, told Mititrers Stat 
kie of the ſaid vanatural vowe , ſhe here -- 
pon conceyued ſuch a gricf , that ſhe made 
aneſtate of her lande to her huſband & his 
heires, (all iffue fayling her (elfe.) Aﬀeer 
which conveyance made, Miſtres Starkiz 
had two children , a ſorinc and a daughter, 
both which proſpered well , till they came 
ro 100r 12 ycares of age, burthe with ftue 
moe in her family , they were polleſſed and 
vexcd with cvill ſpirites, as the ſequele - 
aoeth declare. 

In the beginning of February 1 594: firſt 
Anne th: daughter.was raken with adume- 
piſhe heavic countenance, and with a cer- 
tain fearfull ſtarting 8 pulling rogether of 
her-bodie. Abouta weeke afcer, lohn Stare 
kie the ſonne was taken as he was going to 
fchole,and was compelled to ſhowte vehe- 
mentlie , not b2ing able to ſtay him ſclfe. 
Aﬀeer this they waxed worſe and worlc, fal- 
ling into often ſtrange & extreame fittes, | 

Wherewith M.Starkie grieved & having 
bin archarges 200 tb. or thzrabours, ſoght 
remedie without due regard,{for to ſpeake 
of no more) he went to a Seminaiic Prieſt, 


who could do no good, becauſc —_ ) 
c 
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he had not then his bookes , wherevpon 
M.Staikie c6rinued ſtil ſeeking for helpes 
and heard of oneEdmondHartley a witch 
whom hee made acquainted with the 
ſtate of his children , and with laige offers 
craved his helpe : in the end Haitley con= 
{cnied ro come. Who being there,and ha- 
uing vicd certayne popith charmes aud 
hcarbes , by degrees, the children were at 
guier, & {5 continned, ſeeming to be well 
almoſt a yeare and a halfe;All which time 
Hartley came often to viſit the, at length 
he fayned as though he would goe into 
anothec countrie,but whither M. Starkie 
might not know, and when hee begantoa 
goc his way, lohn Starkiec fell a bleeding, 
and Hartley comming to him, ſaicd,if he 
had bene bur 40 rocdes from him , none 
could hauc ſtaunched him,and thus it fell 
out at other times. 

M. Starkie then fearing leaſt his chil- 
dren would be much troubled in his ab- 
ſence, & he vncertaine where ro find him, 
offercd to giuc 40, ſhillings a yeare penti- 
on for his alliſtance intime ofnecd, which 
offer at the fuſt hee conſented to accepte, 
but afterward nor ſatisfied, hce coficted 
more{houſe and ground:) which whe M, 
Starkie xefuled to giue, be threatned ina 

 fums 
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fume in the zbſ:nce of M. Sta: k1:, but in 


the hearing of m ny, thit if h- would not 
falf'l his mind -, h:c wou'd mk (ach a 
ſhow:e a: Clew rrth, as never was h-a:d, 
which w2s alto .ttc&ted in {och a hiclecus 
and f.a; fail m.ner,as the hk< in England 
hath not bene heard. 

After this Mai. Ste. kic going to h's Fa- 
thers houle, this Hucley went with hum, 
' who bring there af.er he was in bid, was 
tormented {ore all nigh! longe : the ncxe 
day b-ing r.couered, he went into a litle 
wood not farts off from the houle where 
he made aCircic the compas of a yard and 
balfe, with many croflcs and partitions, 
which being finiſhed he came back rocall 
M.Starkic,tclling him what he had done, 
and d:ſ1r-:d him to goe and tread out his 
Circie, for h* {aid h: might not doc it him 
felfe. This b<:i-g alfo diſparchid, well 
quoth h:e, now i Mall trount him that 
troubled me, and be mecte with him that 
ſought my Jeath. 

WaneZ M.Starkie perceyncd this,& many 


other bad qualities in this f: owe, he wa-' 


xcd wca: ic of him, cſpeciully ſeerngno a- 
mzndment ia his cmildren bur thu they 
rather became worſe ad worſe, hee then 


ſought (though leccctlic) for other helpe 
to 


| 
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| oully all tharcame neace bim,hu.1u gt he 


- I 
. 


- AFarse Digcovenrn, tf 


' tothe Phiſliuors : after that toone DoRor 


Dee at Mancheſter, who w:thed Mai. Stars 
kic to crave the helpe & aſſiſtance of ſowe 
godlc P.cacher, with whom hee ſhovid 
wyne 11 prayer and falting, for the heipe 
of-bis chuldcen. 

He procured all» the ſaide Hartley the 
Witch tocome b. fure him, whum hee lo 
ſharplic reprooved , that the childien had 
þctter reſt for ſome 3 wee kes after, 

Bar then thcy began there accuſtomed 
frees: ficit lohn Starkie abour the 4 of las 


' nuaric 96. as he was rexaing of a booke, 


ſomething gaue humſachathumpe inthe 

neck<,rhuat he was (ſuddenly ſtriken down 

wich a molt horrible {knke, and ſaid thar- 

Satan had broken his necke , lying there 

PReey cormentced for the ipace of two 
O'ILES. 


Ar night on the ſameday bing in bed, 


he l-apr out on 2 ſuddainc with ſuch a ter- 


rible outcry, th.t amaz:d them all, being 
tuilcd and crumbled aloiyg rime, being ex= 
cceding fizrcc and itrovg ike a mad man, 
or rather like a madd d:1gge that | may o 
ſpeake,ſnarching ac and biting cucric bo- 
aic that Jude hoid on him, n+ ſparing 1n 
thar firc his owne mother : ſm-+ing fu-i- 


che 
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bed ſtaues attheir heades, and throwing 


the pillowes into the fire. | 

His fiſter Anne likewiſc beganne again 
to be troubled, & three other yoog girles 
in the houſe, of whom Mai, Starkic had, 
the education, with their portions come 
mitted vnto him by their parers. The firſt 
was Margret Hurdman of I 4 ycares age? 
the ſecond Ellinor hcr lifter of 10 yeates: 
the third EllenHolland of : 2 yeares,thels 
all had many ſtrange and fore nies being 
poſſciled by this wirches meancs: His ma-. 
ner was when he ment them a milſchiefe, 
then he would kifle rhem if he could, and 
therewith breathe theDevil into rheir bo« 
dies : hc kiſſed Iohn Starkie, and all the 
maydes that were polleſt, MargretByrom, 
Jane Aſhton,& all:he ſtruglced much with 7. 
one Joan Smith ro haue kiflcd her, bue 
with much a doe ſhe eſcaped his handes, 
fo thar of all the maide ſeruants, ſhe onel 
was preſerued and nor once troubled atal. 
Wherevpon Ellinor faidin one of her fits, 
that if Edmond had killed her, three men 
could not hauc held her. 

Margret Byrom of 3 yeares, a kinſ> 

woman to Miſtres Starky , comming to- 
Cleworth co (ee her friendes,in her conti- 


nuancethere beganne to be troubled _ 
the . 
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the reft, & by the ſame meanes; for Hare- 
ley the Witch boring in a ſore firt in the 
night,ſhe ina defice ro comfort him, wene 
into his chawb<:c and ſat down by his bed 


' fide,and begunne to ſpeake varo him;and 


it was not long before he roſe vp, and lite 
ring vppon his b:d, hee leancd his heade 
downe to the maide who fact iuſt vndere 
neath him , wherevpon ſhe was ſuddenlie 
eaken that ſhee couſd neither ſtande nor 
ſpcake; when ſhe endevoured to ariſe, ſhe 
could not; when others held her vp, ſhee 
ſunke downe & b<came ſenceles:bur Ed- 
mond the Witch lefte her and went to 
another rowmc, and he had no moe fieres 
afrer while he was atCleworth,though he 
had divers before he mer with this maide, 

lane Aſhton of the age of xxx yeres, bee 
ing the laſt thac was polleſt, confelled,thae 
once crofling of Edmond , hee told her, 
ſhe had b:{ be content, or ells hee would 
anger the beſt vaine in her harte ; at other 
times the ſaid, he offered great Kindnes & 
large promilſes in the way of mariage,and 
had kiſſed her allo: the like loving affe= 
Qions he ſumcimes ſhewed roMargret Bys 
ror, as ſhe confelled , and had kiflea hee 
allo as it was thonghr, 


Abour the 14 of lanuarie,the 5 yongeſt 
B lot 
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ſort began the renewing of their ſtraun 26 | 
fires, entcing ordinarilie thercinto by a ve- 
ric {uddaine and fearfull skriking, bars 
king & howling, in ſuch a hidcous noyſe, 
| ascannot be exprelled. | : 

;- Shortlic after this time, Margret Byrom 

haſted homeward to her mothers hoult ar 
| Salford neare Mancheſter, hoping to finde 
_ ſome moreecalc and releaſe from her fires 
then ſhe did at Cleworth: thee taking her . 
leaue, Edmond the witch ſaide he would 
goc with her home though he never came 
again, ſoſhe wemt accompanied with him 
 andanother:in the way bcing 7 miles, ſhe 

had 10 fittes: when ſhe was reconered,ſhe 
 defiredEdmond tortell her how the night 
be holpen; he tolde herplainlie, that both 
ſhe and the reſt were palt his handes, and' 
that noone man could dothem any good, 
it was too great a worke, but they muſt be 
3, Or 2 atthe [caſt with feruent and hartic 
prayer. 

Afﬀeer ſhe came home, her fittes doubled 
and {till encreaſed, Edmond came to her 
eucry day: ſo ſoone as ſhe ſaw him he fell 
Reaighr into a firr,and therein ſorer hand- 
led theneuer ſhe was before. There came 
in diuers to ſee hcr, and tome Preachers, 
who founde Edmond with her,and ſuſpe- 


fe 
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- Qing him by ſome.fignes, aſked himwhat 


he d:d with the maid, he faid that he came 
ro pray with her , Pray! quoth one, why 
man thou cant not pray : yes bur I can, 
quoth he: ſay then the Lords prayer,ſaide 


\ thePreacher: and he began to fumble a« 


bout ir verie ilfavouredlie; bur could not 
for his life (ay it tothe ende. They then 
thought him to be a witch, & cauſed him 
ceſcntlie to be appreh6d:d, and broughr 
fore 2 Iuſtices of peace, where hee was 
examined, and after diuers witnefles had 
come againſt him, the Tuſtices ſent hin 
bucke ro Margrer Byrom, that ſhe might 
accuſe him to his face; bur (@ {oone as the 
{aw him, ſtraightway ſhe fell down back- 
wards and became {pecchles, this was try- 


' ed che (econd time, yea 5 times was hee 


brought to her,6& ſhe was cuercaſt down, 
and itciken dumbe,fo thatſhee could nor 
{pcake one word againſt him. | 

Yet when he was taken away,and ſer be- 
hinde the backes of the people, (hee reco= 
ucred her ſelf, began to tpcake to him, 6& 
to chary< him with many thinges, vppon 
which accuſations of hers, & many other 
teſtimonies taken again(t him for witche- 
tic,he was by the lultices ſent coLancaltcr 


Layle. In the way thithz1ward, he came by 
; B 2 Cle- 
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Cleworth to fetch his clothes ro carrie 
with him: the 2 of Februarie 1 597.and all 
the children ſeeming to be well before he 
came,preſently they fel] into veric violent 
and outragious firtces; they made at him al 
at once,oftring to ſtrike him;It was much 
a doe for two ſtrong men to hold the leaſt 
of chem;and if they had not bene forcibly 
reſtcayned, the witch had bene in great ' 
daunger, for they were fo fierce and furt- 
ous againft him, as if they would hane 
ulled him in picces. 

Aﬀer this,about 5 beginning of March, - 
when Ma. Hopwood Iuitice of peace came 
of purpoſe to take the teſtimonie of theſe 
5 children agair.ſt Edmonde the witch, ts 
carrie to Lancaſter ar theAſliſes to further. 
his inditement, the theſe F cuerie one bes 
came ſpeachles, and beeing called forone -- 
after anvther, they fell and ſunke downe 
by the way, not being able to goe, nor to 
ſtande,norſpeake one word. After the Iu- 
ftice was gone,they complayned that Ed- 
mond had ſtopt thezr mouthes, & would 
not {uffcr them ro ſpeake. | 

At the {ame time Iane Aſhton began te 
howle,and ro barke, when ſhee ſhonld be 
bronght in for a witnes againſt Edmond, 
Whereypon one of the yonger PR 
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| theninherfirt: Ah Edmond, docſt thou 


ecouble her now, when ſhee ſhould rcftifis 
apainſt thee. 

Margret Byrom alſo two nightes before 
herezxamination againſt Edmond, had di- 
uers apparitions, wherin ſhe was ſore tec- 
rified by the Deuill in Edmonds likenes, 
charging her deepcly to rake hceede what 


' ſheſaid againſt him, for now the time was 


gome. 

And when the Aſiles came, Edmonde 
was brought forth, arraigned, and convi- 
&ed : May. Starkie having chargcd him 
with bewitching his children, which hee 
proved {uthcientlic, & made it evident to 
rhe wholc bench: howbcir { for that) they 
could finde no law ro hange him, where- 
vpon M, Starkie called ro minde the ma- 


FY king of the circle(whereof we haue alrea- 


dic ſpoken ) which being deliucred vpon 
his oath, was receyued. Yet Edmond ttif- 
lie denied ic, and ſtoode our againſt him, 
and tolde him to his face, that hee ſhould 
not hang him, let him doe what he could, 
(forthe Devill had promifcd him,that no 


| halter ſhould hange him} yer the Iurie 


caſt him;rhe ludge codemned him, Hart- 
ley was hanged & the halter brake, wher- 
ypon he penitentlic confellcd, that he had 

B 3 de- 
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deſerncd that puniſhment, and thar all do 


which M. Starkie had charged him with; 
was true, and ſo he was hanged out the 


ſccond time. | 

Now this being ſo, as you haue heard, 
howe dcreſtable then is thar Diſcouerie 
which is come out, franght with ſo manie 
f:audulent accuſations againſt this cauſe, 
ſpecially charging theſe '7 perſons to be al 
counterfaits,& that M,Darrel had taughe 


then that deceirfull crade, coupling mee , 


equallie with him in that craftie iuglinge 


( asthey call ic,) making vs bewitching 


mates,and ioint companions, working ta« 


gerher in thar couſinage. Againſt which 


infamous ſclaunder, that which hitherto 
hath þene obſerved, is ſufficient ro cleare 
vs. For herein wee haue ſeene the parties 
proved to b: bewitched. Sec6dly the par- 
tics bewitching every one of them.Thitd 
lie,the cauſes rherof mentioned in the bee 
ginning. Fourthly, diyerſe & ſundry wit- 
nefles. Fiftly, his appreh<ding, examining, 
impcifoning,indighting, condemning, & 
Exccuting, are vpon 'irecorde. Moreover, 
the Iuric,the Indge, and the Bznch, toge- 
ther with the whole Aſliles holds at Lane 
calter, about the 6 of March Anno 1 597: 
doc all bcarc witnes to our innocency . nd 
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114 dociuſtificvs to be iuſte men, concerning * 
x: this matter, and with greate indignation, 
1g. Jocdereſt and defic all dereQing diſcoue- 
*. ries tothe contrarie wharſoeuer; And laſt 
4 ofall.that memorable execution of Ede . 
* mondHartley the coniurer & witch, who 
was hanged with a witnes : the gallowes, 
the halter, and his dubblc hanging, to 
1] Uherwith that laſt and famous coli 
out of his 6wne mouth, that hee was the 
man that had done the deede, and onely 
' guileic of bewitching theſe7 ſeuerall par- 
. ties, and of (ending evill ſpirits into them, 
This famous champion doth chaleng this 
. diſcouerer to bee bur a deceivable derra- 
our, and afalſe accuſer of the brethren: 
And is alſo moſt ſufficient rocleare vs in 
'this marrer, againſt all Arheiſtes and 
Papiſtes, and the whole worlde., 
. And thus much ſhal ſaffice 
_ fortheficſtpoint, 
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hoooheok olrotentenhohy; 


The ſecond part. 


T ic ſecond thing thar muſt bee cleared 

in chis Diſcourſe, is the poſſeſſion of 
theſe 7 perſons, to which purpolel wil pra 
cede to ſhew the ſtraunge fignes ated by 
euery one of the in particular firlt, 8 after 
corradt them more briefly in the general, 
by which | hope it will appearero the in- 
different Reader, thar ſuch great thinges 
were done by the, as be very harde & vn- 
v{ual quice b:yond the natuceof things, & 
ſuch as ncither by arte, nor any humaine 
Skil could be conterfaired : rhar as the ficit 


part of thisDiſcoutſc hath cleared vs from 


counterfaiting ; ſo rhis may be ſufficient 


to prove the truth of their poſſefſion, cone |} 
trarie to that overbolde, & confident con- : 


futation mad? by the diſconerer , who la- 
boreth both roth and naylc , to crolle and 
contradict the ſame. 

Friſt lohn Starkie ſonne and heire of 
M. Nicholas Starkie , among ſundric firts 
had ſome very rare and ſtrang,wherein he 
ſhewed very extraordinary Enowledge R 
Foc he bzing bur of the age of 1 2 yeres, or 
there abouts,did in histraunce declarethe 


ſtraunge 
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Kraunge finnes of this land committed in 
all cſtatcs & degrees of people, denounced 
the fearfu]l iudgernents of God due vnts 
chem. He the exhorted his parears, & the 
people there preſent to repent, that they 
might avoide all choſe grievous plagues, 
and wiſhcd thar all the whole land mighe 
doc the like. Aﬀer this hee made amoſt 
exccllet prayer,fiiſt forthe whole church, 
then for theQueenes Maicſtie for the ſub- 
duing of her enemies, forthe continuance 
of her life , and peaceable governement, 
for the vpholding of the Golpell, and for 
all the tree Miniſters of Chriſte, for thoſe 
that hauc Authoritie, fur hls parents, and 
all the people of Ged. In this exhortation 
& prayer, he continued aboue two houres 


| performing the ſame fo cxcellently both 


for the matter and mancr of handling arid 
vttering the ſame,as they that heardir did 
admire it,8: thoughtrthat a good preacher 
could very hardly haue done the like,chis 
being done, he {unge a good peecc of the 
4 Palme in a moſt fweete and heavenly 
cunc,as ever might be beard. All this was 
donc in atraunce, his cycs being cloſcd 
vp, & neither knew what he ſaid nor did; 
In this longe and continued ſpeach , his 
fathcr wiſhed him to lic i), & ro ſpeak no 

mores 
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more; ſaying vnto him, ſonne, thou mar-- 
zeſt thy head, and canft norrell whartthou 
' {Gyeft: yes father, quoth hee, 1 know well 
wi I ſay; then ſaid his father,thou canſt 
tel me how many perſons be in this cham- 
ber and what bee their names: therevpon 
he reckoned them, and rold the names of 
eucry one of them,tothenumbcrof 18 or 
T9 his cyes beingcloſc ſhut vp,as they had 
bene all the morning before, the neigh- 
bours , and ſome ſtraungers hauing come 
in after he begunne his fire, andin the end. 
he ſaid vnto his father,there is now one of 
our Tenatits newly come into the cham=- 
ber. he rold him his name, &that he dwele 
farre of in the peak, lethim come ſaid he, 
and take me by the hand, and 1 ſhal ſee 8: 
be well for this rime,& fo it came to palle, 
at which they all marveilled, and asked 
him whether he remembred whar he had 
faid all that long time :and hedenied flate 
lie,that he had {ſpoken any thing ar all. 
Secondly, Margret Hurdmi, of the age 
of xiij.yeres, being in a tradce of 3 houres' 
long , and poſſelled ar that time , asit ſece- 
med. with a ſpirit of pride, did molt liucly 
expreſſe both by wordes and geſtures, the 
proud women of our times : who can nor 
e6rent themſclues with any ſober or > 
| —_ | oY 
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deft attire, but are cuer readie to followe 
euery newe and diſguiſed faſhion, and yer 
ncuer thinke them ſelues fine (enough s 
wherevpon ſhe ſaide,come on my lad, for 
fo ſhee called the ſpirit that ſtoode before 
her in that hikenes, to teach her ali the 
tzickes of pride, come on and ſet my parte 
Ict on the one (ide as Idoe on the other: 
and as ſhe was a ſetting of it, ſhe ſaid vnto 
him.chus, my lad,1 wil haue a fine ſock 
of (ike, it thalbe finer then thine. 1 will 
haue a pericore of filke,not of redd, bur of 
the b:it filke thar is: it ſhalbe gardeda 
' foore high; ic ſhalbe laide on with golde 
lace; it ſhall haue a french bodie, nor of 
Whalebone, for that is not ſtifte inough, 
but of horne, for that will holde it our; ic 
ſhal come low before,to Keepe in my bel- 
lie: my lad, I will hauea French fardin- 
galc,it thalb? finer then thine; I will have 
at low b. fore and high behinde, & broad 
on eythcr {ide, that] may lay my armes 
vpun it. My Iad,thy gowne is crimſon ſat- 
' ten, but mine ſhalbe of blacke wroughe 
velvet, it ſhalbe finer the thine, will haus 
my ſleenes ſet out with wire,for ſticks wil 
| breake, and are nor ſtifle inough. I will 
hauc my perwincle fo fine, finer thethine, 
I will hauc my cappe of black yelver with 
"..  "_ 
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« fcathcrin it, with ſlewes of gold, and my ( 
hayres thalbe ſetr with pearles, finer then 
thine. { will haue my partler ſet witha re- 
bater,and ſtarcht with blew ſtarch,8& pin. 
ned with a rowe or twoo of pinnes. With 
ehis ſhe ſnatched the partler fi6 kernecke 
and threw at him, faying:Take it thou, foe 
Ican not make it fo fine as thine. I pray 
thee come and helpe metro (cr it as fine a8 . ? 
thine. My ladde , I will have a buſke of © C 
Whale-bone,it ſhalbe tycd with rwo (ilke 
points, and | will haue a drawen wrought * t 
ftomachcr imboſte with golde, & a girdle ) vl 
of golde finer then thine, 1 will havemy te 
balk orrage colour,thisis in requeſt, & 
my corke ſhoes of redd ſpaniſh leather, fi- 
nerthenthine. 1will hauec a { karfe of red 
filke, with a gold lace about the edge. I 
will hauca fanne, with a ver ſtcale and 
a glaiſe (err init, finer then thine, My lad, 
thou muſt bring me a paire of gloucs of 
the fineſt leather, that may be, with two 
gold laces about che thumbe, anda fringe 
en the toppe with flewes and red (alke vn- 
gernearh , that I may draw them through 
a gold ringe,orels I will nonc of them. 

My lad, I will haue my baſine and ewet 
of filuer, and my towel of lilke, finer then 
thinc: I will hanc my gelding and _ 

& 


A I ae Au NG 22 XA © aa oQ© 


&w 6 UW W yy Ok hy Wo 


ame Ty oo a@©Y 


| Whole day anda night grievouſiic mole- 
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' and furniture firte,my footſtoole alſo fine 


and braue, orels I will nor ride, I wil haue 
my cloake and ſ{avegarde laide with lace 
molt fine and brauc, and finer then thine, 
and pretcntlic after this, ſhe (aide, I defye 
thee Satan and thy pride, for this is thy il- 
Juſion and deceite, 1 will none of it, and 
then reverting (aide, Ieſus blefſe me , bue 


. ternembred nothing that ſhee had cythee 
” faideor done, _. : 


Ar anorher time in het fict thee went te 
the maides as they were waſhiug of cloa- 
thes,aud b<ganne to wath withthem,arnd 
though they were two luſtic women, and 
ke bura yore gicle, yer ſhee waſhrt more 
for the ſpace of an hower ſo quickgand ſo 
fine,thar they could not come neare her. -- 

The z is Margret Byron,of whom there 
be many thinggworthic to bee obſerucd 9 
$hee being ar Mai. Starkics houſe abour 
the ende of Ianuary,was for the ſpace of a 


fied & fore frighted with a terrible viſions 
which appearcd vnio herlying in bedde, 
(felling & tumbling) like a fowle black 
dwarfe, with halfec a face, longe ſhagged 
haire, blacke broad handes,& blacke elo- 
ven fccte;the ever fearing lealt he came t@ 
carric her away : and when ſhee began to 
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pray, he threarned that if ſhe did pray, he” : 


would carric her away: ſhee was in ſuch a 
ſraite,that ſhe knew notwhat to do, whe- 
ther to pray or not to pray: yetin the ende 
ſhce reſolved that ſhee would pray ro the. 


Lord,for hercthelpe was onely in him, who 


Iridecd gate her ſtrength and courage to. 


callcarneſtly vnto him, preſenthie Sathan i * 


remoued and vaniſhed away. AM 
Art her mothers houſe at Salforde, ſixe ; 


4 


times within 6 weekes 'Sathan ſought ro}. 


pinz her, in nor ſuffering her ro-eare nor} - 
drinke for divers dayes togither: and if ar * 
the earneſt requeſt of her friendes ſhee did? - 


| 


( 


offer todrinke , he would caſt both her & _ | 
the drink> downe rogirher. And againear ; * 


other tires ſhee would cate vp all, wete it'; * 


neuet{fsmuch: with ſuch .(narching and * * 


greedines, likea hungric d@zge : all was. 
fiſheThat came to net;the ſpared nothing, 
d{youring all thar came, and yer ill cry- . 


ing that ſhe had nothing: ſhe choughtſhe” « 
could hauecaren vp halfz a calfe: and yer þ 


after thar great abundance of meate and' 
drinke, het bellie ſeemed as cmptie as art - 
the firſt, ſo thar they all wondered at thae 
which {he had caten, and marycilcd alſo 
Which way it went. | 
Somerimes allo the ſpirit would appeare 
Vile. 
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16: | vnto herin the likenes of a great Blacke 
2 dog,with opemourh,&the greateſtehaine 
*  tharcuerſhe ſaw, beeing veric thieke'and 
le Jonge,drawing it after him, wherewiththe 
12  didccolle her, and tooke her legges from 
o vyndcr her; ſhee had little reſt for the ſpace 
o. of 6 weekes,eyther day or night : yea mae 
n ; 'nic times when the people ſtood rovnt'2. 
* bourher, ſhe was taken ſuddenlic and vie 
:& | olentlic caſt headlong ſometimes \videt 
o } the bed, ſometimes vnder the cofers,and 
2e 5 ſometimes thruxgn-to the barres of the 
ie © *fire, andther« aid asif Satan ment toroſt 
iq? het-When-ſne farvpon a i-Ae, he would 
e-' fſaddenlicrhrowe herquite vackwarde; as 
ae | "if he ment co hauc-broken tr accke: 
ie; + {After this he appeared in ...2.likenes of 
d © "aVig black Cat, with very fca.full broad 
ag”. -©ycs, which came ſtaring her in: the face, 
p, raining by her and abour her}, and chrow- 
/- _ Ing herdowne, andlcoving her.ſcnſcles, 
\e& departed. And 2bouthalfe an hauce after 
et þþ that hor, the {pirit came like a big Mouſe, 
\&' leapitg vpon her knee, and caſt herdown 
at'. backwarde,as before, her ſences being ta- 
ax Kkcnfrom her; her eycs cloſe ſhutt vp, her 
{@ Tongue pluckt duble into her throce, her 
mouth open, her chawes ſett, andall her 
'« Whole body ſtretched our as ſtiff as iron- 
Y | And 
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And thus ſhe lay many rimes for the ſpaes: 
of an hourcas a ſpeQacle very fearfull te! 
bcholde. | 
It was viuall alſo with the ſpirir eo come 
ynto her in the night in the likenes of « 
blacke man with half a face, which tooke 
hcriuſt as ſhe was going to bed, & would! 
be ſure to picke her backwacde : and (hee! | 
being recovered and gotinto her bed , it 
would come and lic vpon the toppe of hee : 
* head, holding his 4 fingers vpon her fore- : 
head very heavie, holding her very ſtrait, : 
chart ſhe could nor ſec nor [tirre, yet for all! 
that was hee Firchefe and hcadgeare, pul-, 
led of,and though rhey had tycd irvp,and ; 
bound it on very faſt, yet ſuddcnly th «- 
moment he pluckt all a-{under, and her. 
hayre thar:was ſo faſt tycd vp,was brotyen. 
Jooſe, and brought about her cares, and: 
this wes tryed twice or thrice in a night, 
that when they had done the beſt. they 
could to kcepe iron, yer inthe twinke of 
an cye, it was all vndons, he marred theig V 
worke in that pint, and they loft all their Q, 
}abour: and ever when he rooke his leaue 
and departed , his maner was to give hers 
great thumpe on the hindzr part of het 
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heade,inſomuch that with thoſe thumpes ko 


ſhe felt her head fore a good while _ 
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&' Sheatanothertime,[carncd ; veric excel- 
zi lent graces by the apparition & inſtruQti- 
on S the ſpirir : ſhe neuer cuuld read, nor 
eucr heard the b: fore in all her life ,as ſhe 
proteſt: d , yet ſhe learned them vppon the 
ſaddaine, and did rchearſe them all th:ce 
4! vericpeifcftlie, and foitis like ſhe can do 
| till ris day. 
About the 10 of Febrn, & at ſomeother 
. times before, ſhe felr(as ſhe thought} ſome 
ceat thing rowle vp & downe in het b<]- 
: lie, like acalfe; it prick as if the head a1id 
it; noſe thereof had bene fuil of nayles(as the 
1. thought ) wherwith being fore payned ſhe 
4f was compelled to skrike, thee was excec- 
 dingly ſwolne by it, & ſomtimes it pulled 
+ heras (he thought in a hund. cd pceces, it 
| mad: aloude noyſc in her b-llic , like that 
4. in the bellic of a great trotting horſe; ic 
- Cauſcd her to barke and houle : then it 
: Wuuld plumpe downe into her bodie, like 
of 2 cold long whetſtone on her left fide, 
wherevpon the reſt of her bodice was be- 
numed with an extreame colde, wherewith 
ſhe fell a quaking , her tecth allo charte- 
ring in her head, and if then ſhe offered ta 
warme her ſelf at the fire, ſhe was preſene- 
ly picked backward, after theſe firrs her 


| breath ſtankeſoill, that her neighbours 
he G Came 
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came not nearc her for the {pace of a day 
and 4 night, yeait was fo exceeding noy= 
ſome thar after thefirr, ſhe her {cIf could = 
ercciue it & could very hardly endure ir, | 
Farther to finithe this particular , ſix ſe- - , 
ncra}l rimes in her firs ar Clewo:th , every | 
time {ix ſpirirs appeared roher: 5 of them 
very black , fowler then blackmores, mar. , 
veylous vglic to bcholve: thefe ſhe, rei 7 
ued (hourcing and chrutting inte her great « 
naylcs to torment h:r{ as ſhe rhoughrt} 
wringing and bendiag of her, as if they ; 
would b:cake her backe bone : the other-- {; 
ſpirite was in her cy-$, like a very faire j; 
licle childe , fo fine and concly as ever 4 
might be ſeen, (which the ſaid ) tarcuer x1; 
next hcr, & would ſay vnto her , feare not, cx 
for thou ſhalt haue no harme : and for that x1, 
it was ſo amiable, ſhe was cuer catching &. jy 
courting to take it , bur her hand being h; 
ſtayed by ſome that ſtood by, Itraight ſhe al] 
was forertroubled , and fell a cofling and . 
tumbling , as at other times, tle: 
Ellen Holland and Ellinor Hurdman, jc 
the one being 10, the other 12 yeares of rn; 
age,were both of them ( by the malice of wir 
Saran) kept faſting for the ſpace of 3 daye) tra 
and z nights, for ſo long time they remay- tur 
ned ſenceles , & did ncither cat nor drink wa 
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' any thing : wherein hee laboured they 
- might both of them periſh and pinc away. 
1 And whenthe third night was come, Eilen 
+ Hollandc called for the houre glafle , and 
- | tolde them, (hee muſt now hauc a fitr, and 
Y muit nor come out of it for the ſpace of 
4 fourc houces, {hcetken called for a diſt attÞ 
- anda fpindle,& bad them turne the glaite, 
- forihcc would fpinne an houze and a halfe 
t of chit time. And though lizec was but a 
} child, & as it were bur beginning to learae 
y 30 lpinne, yet the did ir at thatzime ſuhuc- 
tC lic & with (uch cxpedition,as was thought 
© impollible for a veric sF&1itul woman to do 
et che like, and gaue ongcr luſt at the cnde of 
et rhe appointed tine, and then had the molt 
Lt cruell and terribie firres, till the glatle had 
at runnc out the reſt of the time, and reverted 
&. juſt at the foure houres end, az beiore thee 
19 had tud: burtwhar thec hall laid or done 1n 
he all this time, that ſne remenubied nor. 
nd . Likewiſe Ellinoc Hurdman tolde them 
thacthe mult hauc a hi of 3 houres lenge, 
n, thee called for the how glaile, bad them 
of rune it and marks ir well, thee preſenthe 
d with the rurung of the glatle tell into a 
'9 trauncec, her cyecs cloſe ſhut vp,and her face 
y- turned quite from the glatle , the other 
nk way : Notwithſtanding thee meaſured the 
_ | GC 2 UPS 
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time moſt diſtinaly as the glaſle did runng 
deviding the houre into 4 quarters , by « 
yery iuſt & <quall proportions , according k 


as it was moſt duclic obſ{erucd , ſhe recko. 
nod 1t her {clfe, and named euery quarter 
as it had runne out : ſaying thus, a quartet 
runne, half houre runne, 3 quarters runne, 
and rhe fourth time, turne the glalle: cuen 
iuſt when ic had runne out; and ſo did ſhe 
the ſecond rime ard milled nor; and the 
likewiſe till it was out , and then iuſt with 
the very time ſhe reverted and ſaide , Teſus 
bleſle me , & 1{o was reſtored for that tyme, 
Among all the ſtrange thinges actcd by 
them, there was none better marked then 
this, it was dene in the day, in the preſence 
of many witnelies, M. Stai kic himſelf the 
min that did chieflic oblc1ue it, and to the 
beſt ayme he could giue,the quarters were 

mc{t equally deuided , and the proportior 

moſt iuſt in rhe meaſure: Ar which the 

all maruciled greatly,and could not chu 

but impure this ſupernaturall skill to the 


work of Satan , who aſwe)l by his ſtranm ; 


and cunning ſuggeſtions, as by other en 
forced fignes , doth make it evident, that 
that working ſubiecCt is in his power , anc 
poſſeſſion ; _ 

Furthermore Iohn Starkic , Anne oy 


_ 
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kie, Ellen Holland,and Ellinor Hurdman, 
theſe 4 had the vie of their Iegges taken 
from them, for the ſpace of 7 houces, and 
b:ing (o, all thatrime, they went vp6 cheic 
hands and their knees onely , out of one 
chamber into an orher, and thar as faſt , as 
if they had had the vſe of their feere : they 
could reſt in no place, bar went without 
ccaling all that while , they could leape vp 
fcom the flore to the bed , & down fro the 
bed to the flore, hopping ſo vp and downe, 
aslightlie, like froggs, and ſo continued 
for the ſpace of 7 houces , at the leaſt. 

This time being our, they were reſtored 
tothe vſe of their feere, bur yer ſtill cemai- 
ned both ſenceleſſe & ſpeachles, in which 
ca(c they all 4 went into the garden, and 
forthwith cucry one of th:m gathered one 
leafe of cuery kinde of hearbe that grew 
therein, from the greateſt to the leaſt, they: 
miſſed not one even to the very grafle: 
which being done, they came againe into 
the houſe , and then they went firſt into 
the hall, then into the parlour, and then 
ito every chamberin the houſe, excep- 
ting one which was lockt , & there in the 
windowes of theſe ſeucrall cowmes , cucry 
one of them laid dawne one lcaf, of the 
ſame kind of hearbe which they had ga- 

C 3 thered: 
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thered , for looke where any oneof them; L 
did lay downe one, there all the reſt would t 
Iv downe.- another cf the ſame fort, and 
EDO moenornooather. | 
Now marke the ftraungnes of this acte, 
which howſocuer it ſeem- in it {If to be 
but a rifle, yet 1a rhe trial of ir, it wil proue 
a wordrr , if the circumſtances b:e duely 
coldernd: for fiſt the herbes were many, 
ſeeing the garden is large. Secondly , the 1 
rowmcs Were many, for it is a gentlemanz \ 
houſe, and rt is of good receipte . Thirdly, T 
they were 4, and they were but children, X 
the eldeſt was nor aboue 12 yeares olde, & « 
e 
t 
t 
< 


0 0} <& a, nu 


vet thar they ſhould gather of cuery ſort, 
one [cafe only and no more, Fourthly, tha 
the hcarbes being mingled altogether in 
their hands, ycrthat enerv one did moſt 
quicklic,& readilic, without any ſearching 
at all, lay down the right hearbe, ſo tharin 
euery place there where cuer 4 iuſt of one 
andthe ſame kind. Laſtly , and that which 
is the chicfeſt of all, that all this (as wa 
duely obſcrucd } was done ard diſpatched 
within lefle then one houre, in fo dives | 
rowmes and ſundry places, yea vpon the | 
ſtayres and threſholds of thele rowmes, &. | 


jn their own chamber where they lay th6 
ſclues, notonly in cucry window , bur » 
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em; gainſt euery ſtaunch of the windowe were 
uld theſe hetbes thus laid downe in maner a- 


and forelaid. 


te, 
be 
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This was fearchcd & found to b-rhug 
ſpeedly and exaCtly done, as is aboucſaid, 
which thing ific ſhould have bene p-rfor- 
med by other 4 of gooddiſcretion , the cir- 
eumſtances caufidercd, 1; would hauc bin 
the work of a whole day,&E:yctnot fo excel- 
Iently performned,as it was by theſe: which 
when they didir , were all out of their 
right mindes , not knowing at all what 
they did, in ſu much that when they came 
qutoftheir craunce, they merveiled where 
they had bene , E could not be perſwedgd 
thatthey had done this ſtraunge thinge, 
though it was ſhewed vato ther by plaine 


- demonſt:ation. 


Thele 4 allo in another rrauncc, did 
daunce fo finely , as if they had comeout 
of the dauncing ſchole, one « f the yongelt 
playing with her mouth as cunningly tor 
the prelent,as if ihe had bene a minttiell, 

It was fuither ubſcrucd,, that in thoſe 
times when theſe were fo lubnct ro haue 
their fits very often and very thicke , and 
to be ſore vexcd, and tormcntcd, yet for all 
that if they wene 10 cardes or othe games 
they were not troubled at a!l, during the 

C4 whole 
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whole time of their playing and gaming 


and though they went from home being 
requeſtcd to a gentlemans houſe to heare 
a play , yetall thatwhile , rhcy were not 
troubled , nor one whutte diſquiered , bur 
contrariwiſc if cither (criptures were read, 
or prayers vicd for them, orexhortations 
applycd vnro them , then ordinarily they 
fell into their fitts, and were very fearfully 
tormented. Inſomuch that for the ſpace of 


two yarcs or there-abouts , till they were 
d-liuercd, they neuer cameto the church, | 


only for fcare to increaſe rheir rorments. 


Muoreouer the 4 yongeſt girles being 


poſſeſt with ſcorning ſpirites inthe day of 
th-irdiſpoſſcfſion , and inthe time of the 
Jaſt ſermon did ſhew the ſame : for when 


the word was applicd vnto them, ſhewing + 


what ſtraunge thingsSatan worketh in the 
childcen of diſobcdicnce , as grining and 
enathing of teeth, (taring with their cyes, 
making mowes with thcir lips, thruſting 
out their togues, & drawing their mouths 
awrye very vgly , &c. Iris moſt certaine 
that as theſe particulars were named, one 
after another, ſo they all foure did in actis 
an{werethe word of God which was ſpoe« 
ken, ſhewing ſuch vnſcmely geſtures, fear- 
fall lookes, & vglic coltenauces in cucry 


par- 
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particular, and in the very ſame inſtant 8& 
point of time when they were named. And 
though not one of them did ſee what an- 
other did , yet for all that, they did jumpe 
fo 1ight in ſhewing and ſerting out theſes 
vnſcemly fignes , as thar it could verie 
hardly bee diicerncd, which of them all , 
was fiſt or laſt in performuyg cf the ſame. 
Further ſuch was the great and cxtraordi- 
nary ſtrength that were in theſe 4 in the 


' time of their fitts,, that though ſomeof che 
| were but of th: age of x or xj yeares, yet 


two or thrice ſtrog men , could hardly hold 


 oneof them. 


And that theſe two yongeſt and ſome of 
the teſt, though they were vnlearnd and 
neuer went to ſchole , yet in their fitts they 


* Wereable ro make anſwer to latin queſti- 


ons propounded vntothem ,, ſotrucly and 
readily , as if they had ſoundly vnderſtood 
them. And herein were they tried ſundry 
times . And if now they ſhould be exami- 
ned therein , they can neither anſwer nor 
ynderſtande one worde. 

There be alſo many other very ſtrange 
things acted by cuery one of theſe in par - 
ticular , which if they ſhould be ſer downe 
euery one, they would fill a large volume, 


for brevities lake therfore the moſt wn 
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. be-omitted. And this allo is moſt certaine, 


that very many ſtraunge thinges, and as 
wondc:full as ame that hcetc have bene 
ſpuken of, were loſt, and let Nippe for want 
of heede,and good ob{crvation, 

Nowe iris wortlic to bee marked, that 
though theſe pollefled perſons, bad cnery 
one, fome thinges peculiar tothem ſclucs 
which none of the reſt did chew, and that 


ſo care & [traunge, that all the people were 


forecd ro confcll: it was the werke of an 
euil} fpirite within them : ſo had they alſo 
many thinges in comon one with another, 
and were in their firtes for thc moſt parte 
handled al:ke. 

1 They had alli and cuery one of them 
very ſtraunge vitions, and fcarfull appariti- 
ons , wherevpon they would ſay : looke 
where Satan is: looke where Bcelzcbub is 
Jooke where Lucifer is: Jooke whera great 
blacke dogge is, with a ficcbrand ii bij 
mouth:tec how Satan runneth at me with 
a ſpeare in his hande to ſticke mce to thi 
hart, but God will defend me. 

2 They had cuery one of them two ſpi 
Tits at the caſt, one to toirmunt them 1 
wardly, with all the torinevrs of hell, as! 
were , forth: preſent , and eyther oneo 
xaocc :oftand bcfoce their facis,moſk vg) 

; anc 
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 andeerrible ro beholde,to drive them into 


all feare and aſtonilhment. 

3 They heatd veric hideous and fearfull 
yoices of the {pirits ſundrietimes, ana did 
make marveillous aunſweres backe n- 
eaine vnto them vetic dirctlie and 
ſtranglie. 

4 They were in their hes ordinarilie 
holden in that captiuitic & bondage, that 
for an houre , two,or three, & longer time 
they ſhould neither ſee nor heare nor taſk; 
nor teele nothing bur the Divells, they 
imploying them whollic for them (clues, 
vezing and tormenting them fo extream- 
lic, as thar for the preſeut they could feels 
no other paine or torture that could bee 
offered vnto them; no not though you 
ſhould plucke an cate from the head, or 
an a:me from the bodie, 

5 They all of them were taken ſudden- 
lie, with a veric fcarfull (chriking, and a 
marvcilous ſtraunge howling and ſhow- 
ting, making a noiſe, as it were tocall on, 
and to waken one another, that ſo the ſpi- 
rites bcing raiſed vpp , might goeto their 
worke, and proceed to tormient their ſub- 
iectecs according to thcir cuſtorne ; when 
one beganne , they all followed after in or - 
der, obſcrying time and tune, as it had bin 

| 6 the. 
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the ringing of vij. Bells, and ſuch was the 
ſtraungnes of theſe vayces , that the vrte- 
ring and framing of them, exceeded all 
cunning invention , or the skill of anie 
counterfaite imitation, andthe effe& allo 
ſo fearfull , rhat it was borh terrible and 
eroubleſome ro the whole Countrie, and 
wroughta wonderfull aſtoniſhmentia all 
thar heard it. 

6 Further they all of them had their bo. 
dics (wolne to a wonderfull huge bignes, 
and almoſt incredible, if there had not bin 
many cyc-witneſles vnto ir, 

7 They had alſoa marveilous fore hea- 


. ving and [:fuung, as if their heartcs would 


burſt , fo that with violent ſtrayning of the 
{clues, ſome of them yvomuted much bloud 
many times. | 
8 They had their faces diſfigured, and 
turned towardes their backes , a fearfull 
thruſting out of their tougues with a moſt 
vglic diſtorting of their mouthes, being” 
drawen vp,as itw=re vnto their cares. 

9 They wetreall of them verie fierce, 
offcring violence both to them ſelves and 
others , whercin alſo they ſhewed verie 
great and extravrdinarie ſtrength, 

10 They blaſphemed God, and the Bi- 


ble; they reviled the Preachers ; rayled v» 
pon 
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pon ſuch as feared God ; ſcorned all holy 
prayers, & wholeſome exhortations, whi- 
che being offered and applied vnto them, 
they ever became much worle. 

11 They forthe moſt part delighted in 
filthic & vuſavorie ſpeaches, verie aggrea= 
ble rothe natnre of that vncleane fpirite 
which then dwelled within them; in ſo- 
much as in the veric ſermon time, when 
ſuch vatcemelie behauiour was ſpoken a- 
gunft, the evill (ſpirir wrought molt mali- 
tiouſly and ſpitefullie againit the grace of 
God, and forced one of them (though ſhe 
was amaidc) to viter op<he in the hearing 
of the people , ſuch filthie vncleanes , as 18 
notto be named. 

12 The mult of them were both blinde, 
_ fe, and dumbe, fordiucrs dayes togi- 
ener, 

13 They wereour of their right mindes, 


« without the vſe of the ſences, eſpeciallie 


voyde of feeling ; as much lence in a ſtock 
aSinone of thein: or as pollible in a man» 
nerto quicken a dead man , as to alter or 
chau:ge them in their traunces , or fires, 

in any thing that they eyther ſaid or did. 
14 They were kept faſting along time, 
and diucrs of them he the ſpace of three 
dayes and z nights, did neither cate , nor 
drinke 
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drinkeanie thing , Satan purpoling theres . 


by to procure their pining away. 

'I5 They1ntheir fitrs h2d d:uecs partes 
and members of their budics fo nid and 
ſtretched out, as were inflexible, or verie 
hard to be bended. | 

16 They ſhewed very grcat and extraot- 
dinaric knowledge, as may 2ppeare by tho 
ſtrange things {aid and done by them, ac- 
cording to that which we hauc alreadic fer 
downe in the particulars. 

17 They all in the cnde of cucrie fit, ſaid 
eucrthus JESUS bleſſe me, yeathough 
they had 40 ora too fitces In one day , as 


It is certaine ſome of them had, yer they 


neuer miſled to ſaye thus , bur as ſure as 


they had a fitr; whether it were ſhort, or / 
long, ſo ſure ir was ,' that it ſhuuid bee ene» 


ded, withthis prayer, [ES VS bleſſe me, 
this was cuer a ſure fine, that they were 


reſtorcd ro the vie of their fences for thar. 


time, whici never failcd. 
18 They euer after their fits, were as wel 
as might be, an felr verie lictlc or no hurt 


arall, alchough they had bene neuer lo. 


ſore tormented immediatlic b-fore. 
Now this harmonic & conſent in (1gnes 
1 . 
ana actions, both fur the matter & maner 
of ſtrange handling of all theſen their - 
> ucral 
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- verall fits, doth make ir evident, rhar they 


vere all realiy and corporally pellcfled. 
Notwithitanding that is true, which is 
obiced, namely , that fund:y of thele ff- 
gnes , may be in one that is nor pollcfled: 
for one may ſee very fcaifull ſights, and 
ſtraung apparitions , and may be haunted 
vith cvil {pirits , & driuen into great fcares 
and fights, and yet not be polleſ{cd. 
Another may be: both lame and blind, 
and dum be and deafe, 
The third may bce very fierce , offering 
viol:nce, both to them(ſclucs ond othets. 
The fourth may gnath and fome , and 


' ſtxre with his eyes, and fall downe fearful- 


lic,and ſuddenly,& lyec as if hz were dcad. 
And ſoit may be {nd of diucrs otheis, 


' which: may manic other waycs bee veric 


ſtrangly handlcd, and yer notone of them 
teuely pollcfled., 


, Thereaton 1s becauſe rhat when ſundry 


of chete fignes , arc ſeucred f.om the reit, 


and gue alone by them (clues, or clls are 
found bur two or three , or ſvme few rogt- 


ther, then ſuch ſiznes way arile , as cttccts 


from ſome other workinge caulſc in the 
ſubic& , or from che: immediate hande of 
God, or ſome other way. 
Bur when all theſe fignes ſhall _— 
: al 
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| Y 
and mecte together in one man , or this], 
moſt of theſe, being ioyned with any one © 


A 


acc aboue the power of nature, as ſupere | 


naturall knowledge , and cxtraordinarie 


ſtrength, or anic ſuch impoſſible works, 
then if ir ſhalbe examined, evther accor. 


ding to the ſcriptures, or hiſtories, or rea.. * 


fon it {clfe , it will proouca veic ſounds 


and corporall poſlcfſion : And lo by conſe-' *© 


quence the great varictic of ſtrange ſ1gnes 


and ſupernacurall ates, perfoimed by - 


theſe 7, and ſhewed aſwell in cverie 
| particular, asin thole thinges 
which they had in common 
ene with another,doth ca- 


filie conclude a verie : 
truc and ſound k 
polleſſion. | | 
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cc, The 3 partof this diſcourſe cocernes 
>r- ourcomming to Mai. Starkies houſe, &. 
ea, © the occaſion thereof , how we came to 
d  hauerodcile with theſe 7 perſons; our: 
ſe.' + entrance intoj; and our whole cariage in 
iy thataQion; whiche beeing cruclie (err 
 -  downe;, may ſcrue to dilcharge vs of 
_ thoſe grievous calumniations c6rayned. 
in the dilcoueric: charging vp6 vs both 
' the names and prcadtize of coultners, 
juglers, exorciſtes,impoſters,&c. 


v1 
L 


Fx ST then the continuance of theſe 
| rroubtes'in Mai. Starkies houſe : the re- 
*membrance df Do&. Dees coiilell, to ſen 
for ſome Preachers : the 'irmprifonitig of 
EdmondrheWirch in Lancaſter layle : the 

rdhearing of the Boy of Burton , who being 
ſt:angelic afflicted , receyued helpe & de- 
linerance by M. Darrells adviſe: vp6 theſe 
occaſions , Mr. Starkic ſent for M, Darrel 

3 ſcnerall times b<fore he came , hee ever 
imparted the newes vuto the brethren as 
It came to his hand, becauſe he would at- 
tempt nothing in thoſe- caſes without very 


n« 
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good adyiſcment, and lawfull conſent. In 
the end it was concluded, that hee ſhould 
goc: andthoughrfir, that | alſþ ſhould go 
with him , as a companion in the1ourney, 
anda witnes to all his proccedipgs accor- 
ding to his owne requeſt, .., - . _ 
This being done, M. Darr:wrote his ler. 
ter to M.Starkie, wherin he promiled that 
afcrer ſome preſent. and important bulines 
was diſpatched, he would come, and nm 
him ; deſiring with all, the, afliſtance cf 


ſome faithful Miniſters about M. Starkie, 


eſpccially his Paſtour to ioyne with vs. 

, Thislercer M. Starkie reade in the pre- 
{ence of tohn Starkic his ſonne , and ſome 
ether : afcer which time, he, the ſaid Icbn, 
had no fir at all, till the day of aur coming: 
thither ; rhe reſt had ſome lictle farts, bu 
not ſo gricuous as before: in which fit 
they would ſay tothe ſpirit,thou naught 
lad, thou makeſt vs ficke,for rhou know 


the Prexchers wall come ſhoxtlie. 'E 


| So we. having prepared our (clues for 


' this journey, atthe time appointed, wen 


towards Lancaſhire, where we neucr cam 
in our lives before. And vpon Wedneſd 
the xyj*b of Marcb, about oncof theclo 
wee came to Mai. Starkies houſe at Cle 
worth, who heating that wee were come 
| cd 
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Miſtres Starkie with Iohn Star. her ſonne, 
and Ann her on with ſopge other of 

orth ro rpeets ys, and cn- 


aine,and deſired vs to it. downe ar table, 
andfo we dig; Preſently 4 praylingof 
God, wee began to enduire.of M. ark} 


bene, bur aoorrat Iohn.$ ark: had bene 


well for a fortnight together, and nor ſo 
mach as once troubled, and Anne Star. his 
daugler had bin well divers daycs before 
our comming, without any fittarall, and 
thereſt began to mend now lince Edmond 
the witch was hanged.; And both hee and 


* bis wife doubtcd nor, but thag they ſhould 


now doc well , Which when wee hearde, 
wee ſuſpected greatly .Satans lurking in 
them: And delired to ſee thoſe that were 
ſtill croubled, which were efpccially three, 
who were all in the kitchin quiet ; he cal- 
Icd for them to come vp into the hall, and 
fo they came; firſt the cldelt came neare 

nn 0 "ON 
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vntothetable and made lowe courtebe, & 
preſenthe ng 41 moment was trowen into ' 
< yre,. ab8He's yardes diſtant from rhe 
p! ace wheitThe Nobde, where ſhee reared 

ackward ut rhe chaire as choughi ſhe had 
ben a fleepe, Her body ſt ſtrexched our ro the 
furtheſt, and'2s ſtife as yeor: This beeing 
done, in com the” ſcconde, who didliks 
the firſt, ahdWas kudderly "caſt to atable 
fide,iuſt op fy oF againſt & Ether: Aﬀet- 
warde come\'i 1 = 'Taft, with both het 
handes cloſed totier face, &vrtered theſe 
wordss, Iam come to counſayle before I 
be called; and ſtraight way while the word b- 
was in her mouth, ſhe was ſtricken back- 
ward ro the forme-ſide, where ſhee fart all 
agaſte like the reſt. Herevpori we aroſe fro 
the table , 'beeing much atnaſed ar the 
ſtrangnes of the ſight, and came to behold © ; 
thetn,and fee in what maner they were vi- - 
fired. Andafter we had vewed them well,. 
within a quarter of an houre,they al ſtood 
vp. And amog' many odd pleaſant,though 
vnvſuall {| cachics,one of theſethree =. -Þ 
thus molly (ab6ut the hanging of Hartley 
the witch, who was newlic exccuted) doe * ; 
they think thar they ceuld hange the Dee '- 
vill:I whiſh no,they might hange Edm6d, 
bur they could not hange the Devill, for .: 
my” 
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chey were two , Ediond andthe Devill. 
And after they began to raile and revile 


' andtoſtrike both with handes and with 


feere, and could not be ruled till they were 


- remoued into an vpper chamber, where 


they continued together, talking one ro 
another , mocking and ſcorning ſuch as 


| held them downe, or ſaid, ordid any good 


no them: And fo they remayned , depri- 
ued of the right vie of their fences , both 
ſpeaking , and doing much eyill, and yes . 
vtecrly ignorant and ſencelcs in all: the 
palled from them, ſo continuing fromthar 
| 96 being 2 a clock on the Wedneſday 
rill 6 ar-night.vpon Thurſday , when 
God rodeliuer them and the reſt, 
' Then we went intothe garden , conſul - 
'ting with M. Starkie, what was beſt to bee. 


. done, We agreed vpon this courle, namely 


.to take in hand the excrcile of faſting and 
prayer the next day, conlidering with our 
{clues where wee might haue ſome other 
Godly Preacher to ioyne with vs, to aſliſt 
.vsinthat worke, We thought of dluerſe, 
but in the end we made choyle of one M. 
Digkoms , theminiſter at Leigh, which.is 

the Pariſh Churchto M. Starkic. Wheres - 


4'- .ypon. we ſcar for him. 
_ Bhs : 


or : 


cy s 


 Inthe meaue time weputpoſed to pre” 
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pare the whole familie againſt the next. 
' day,to —_ them all as fit as we could for 
_ 'that holy worke : and chieflic thar th 
might bee truely hambled, and ſani 
ed, thar ſo wee might with the more cou- 
rage and comfort ioyne with them the 
' nextday in faſting and prayer . But when 
6 ſome of the "ofſelſed were tried, they were 
" Found vncapable of all good counlayle & - 
'Iinſtry@tion , and yet had abilitic and pow. 
tr wo refaſt & ſcorne the ſame... Aﬀeer ſome. 
*halfe houre ſpent this way with ſome of 
*the, thereſt of the poſſiſſed were all cotne 
Into. the chamber : Margret Byrom was 
"newly come from Mancheſter, whom Ma, 
Starkit had cauſed to be ſent for, and lane 
Aſhtan alſo, which before our comming 
Though } Was not mach ſuſpeCted : Yer ſhee tha 
Pioal has diy in the morning had her b:lly ſwelled 
& hid him 4s bigge a3 a woma with childe,8: ſtraight 
ſelfin both ypon our comming , a ſtraunge.skriking.. . 
_ JF and howling,as the reſt had. So Mai, Scar» 
word fn- kie holding his ſonne Tohn, and Miſtreſſe 
wee ps Starkic her daughter Anna faſt in thelc 
ean dif- *'armes, Ma. Darrell began'ts,exhorr theth 
ger bur Prelentlie lohn Starkie and Anne, crycd 
m__ bur rhightilie , with ſuch oittrageons rod: 
him ſells, Ting and þclling, that they could nor had q 
I'M —_ 4% Jon 
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Jong rime be teſtreyned. And'Tohn Star- 


- kiebcing caſt and holden downe vppon a 
bedd, was moft fearfullie rormented, and 


ſo payned in his ſtomacke, and pullledin 
his belly, heaving & lifting, as if his heare 
would burſt, wherevpen hee ſhedd manie 
bitrer reares,and fo cominued, ſomerimes 
crying out exceeding loude , and ſome- 
times im theſe tormeting fires, to the grear 
oriefe of the beholders. And while we lae 
.boured to comfort them by exhorrations, 
'we were {corned by the firſt threetharlay 
by vpon beddes in cuery good worde thar 
"we ſpake,andthey would take it into their 
mouthes, and mocke it : When wecalled 
forthe Bible,they fell a lauptiing ar ir,and 
fayde, reach them the Bibble buble, bibbls 
babbell, it went {6 round in their mouthes 
from one to another, and continued with 
manie'other Rotninges and'filthie ſpea- 


. Ches, that we could nor bereatic them of 


it. Therevpon we purpoſtd toleaue them 


fora while, exhorting againe Tohn' Stat- 


kie torruſt in the Lorde3t& bee patientin 
that afflition; to pray to Gvd, and deſircd 


him to ſay after vs, the Lotdes prayer: bur © | 


he was the mere tortmerited 2 = deale, 
and not 2 worde could? heſpeake; butthae 
fcorner that lay: next him;faide@after vs;; 
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nicknaming- cuery worde ,in the. Lordegj 
prayer, fo farreas we went in it. For whey 
we perceaued ſuch hornble blaſphemie,weſye 
durſt nor proccede but gane ouer or cuery 

we came to the end, bcing exceedinglie 
grieued, that they had deſpiſed ſuch holy 
thinges as dogges and (wine , her waa 
if they could haue turned againe , andallffed 
ro rent vs : wherevpun we were forced tg Iv 
giue place ro the Devill, who indeed ar Fai 
this time beſtirred him ſclfe , working $0: 
mightilic in all che poſlcſſed. ſuch tormers gn 
and ſuch troubles, with ſuch outrageous mn; 
ſpire and contempte, as | am perſwaded pg, 
was {cldome orneuer ſecne the like, and vs. 
all of purpoſe to diſcourage vs in tharſ{kix, Jvc 
mith , and todriuevs our ofthe fielde, and pr. 
if i were poſſiþle norto dale to fert vpon po 
him any more... | . 'of 
_ Therructhis, we were greatly diſcou- phe 
taged atchattjme , not knowing wel whar Fl 
todoe:weleft them ſo, and wen: intoa $0. 
garden tor.cfrcſh our {clues , having (pens Þ0 
2 good while with them, ic grewe towarde fp 
ſupper time z we were requeſted ro come all 
in, and bcing ſerar ſupper, Mai, Dickoms Wh 
(whom we had ſent for) came in. We told Jor 
him wharſtraunge things had. fallen our, Ps. 
fGnce our.commung hither ,,&,ofous pur $91 
- LX pore 2g 
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Sole to faſt and pray with the familic, if he 
aFvould joyne with vs ; which thing he was 
{ ke ro doc... And having purpoſed 
e\alſo ro prepare the familic therevaro , wee 
liedvent abour ic. Haning the whole familic 
b ogeather , and diuerſc honeſt neighbours 
{For the holding and tending of the polle(- 
cd, we made entrance into the preparatis, 
to Fvhich was by way of cxbortation. Wee 
at Faund the veric lowde , froward & rough 
#20 deale withall, that we could hacdlic ger 
ts any audicnce : bur. perceaving:the. great 
w malice & ſpire of the Deuill, that on 
E 


d;poainſt vs, labouring violenclic ro trou 

d vs, that we might againe giue ouer the 

F- Worke as wee had done before, Wee were 

d provoked in this reſpe& with great zeale 

n po pray againſt him, & with all the deſires 

. 'of our ſoules, ro jntreare the Lorde to pur 

» the Deyill ro ſilence, and that hee would 

£ Charge, and commaund the evill ſpirites 

a $6. holde their peace; that ſo wee. might 

e Þorh hauc waanl audience in.praying and Thepray- 
o ſpeaking the Woxde, and allo performe gone 
e all other ductics profirably. withour lexre; made ber 
$ Which cameto palle accordingly, for wee Fe hed? 


' 


{ found the Lorde nearcand readic go heare thenpence 
, F's.:, who, preſentlie thewed his power in proyſe 
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ill, and they obeyed him, for there ful 
lowed a great calme., So we went forwa 
performing rhat ſervice Which remayne 
with ruch'comfort. This preparation bG 
ing finiſhed, by this time it drewe row: 
midnight , wee went all ro bedde, to: tal; 
ſome reſt, that being thereby refreſhtd,vy, 
might bee the berter able ra performe' 
Om ſeruice the next day,which we 

ound our (clues vnto ; being exceeding 
encouraged to ſer vpon it with ſure hoy 
of the viQtorie , in that the Lord had pig 
the pawne and pledg of it into our hank 
ouer night , giving vs ſuch plaine-expt'y 
ricnce both of his preſence & of his pow.q 
by reaſon wherof our faith gathered greiiy 
ſtrength, that ſeeing. the Lord had bleſk 3 
ourendevour thus far in the entranceas: 
gigenvsfuch good ſuccefie in the: prepi/r 
ration ; that he would nor faile ro bepn; a 
ſent wich vs in the bataille ir ſeIfe , ro ſhy; 
his power , and to worke with vs tilt tf 


= _ hadtroden Satanvnderour feete. Then: 1 


 forewhen the morning came, we prepan): \ 

| ourſcluies after the beſt maner we coul: e 
-. thartharholyexcrciſcof faſting 8 _ \ 
. might be performed borh by our ſelves!” x 


4: 5 all char ſhould joyne with vs therein, wt 1 


o 


moſt fritite ; that wee might atraine rot! f 
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arke that we ſett before vs: namely,the 


S$onfounding of Satan and'the full deliue-= 
Fancc of the poſſeſſed. There was alſo great 


dSreparation in the famiilie to ſett all things 
WilJn good order, that we might not be trau- 
" taÞ]cdin the work. And having a faire large 
ed.parlour alcadie trimmed, they brought 


In thither certaine bedsor couches, vppon 
c phich they laid- the 7 ficke ofſeſſed| pet- 
lingYons. All this while the honeſt neighbours 
h®care abour, coming in, the roome filled 
d Plgpacc,ſome nam tending the ſicke 
1tpollced, 8& ſome (uting by. Ir being now 
x8 about7 aclocke, and all things made rea- 
Ow@ die, the partics being ſtill troubled, their 
gi;rorments ſtil increaſing, & their fits doub- 
fit ling vpon them, ſomtimes cither howling 
ea: or crying, orels lifting, heaving, or vomit- 
ref: ting,orels ſcorning,or rayling,orcaſtinto 
PN arraunce, which waSeuer at the ende of 
{h&thcir firs, being as a breathing rime to re- 
I: freih them by,and theii too it againe. The 
ict ſighr and hearing of theſe thinges was ſo 
an: wonderfull that a man cannor-peſſiblie 
ul. come neere it in deſcribing of it , neither 
af was euer ſuch a thing ſeenc in our dayes, 
es! nor in the dayes of our fathers, fuch's 
wh number in one plate, lying in facha feat- 
Pw full maner ſo-miſerably vexed by the _— 
vill. 
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will. We could nor chu{c but be exccedind 


ly affefted wirh-greart forrow and grict® 
compaſiion of thcic miſcries, which p 
vokcd vs to offer. vppe our prayrs wi 
ſtroog crying Ec teares ynto Ged thar wh; 
able to hcare, and to' ſauce vs From thk, 
which we feared. .. _— 
Wee then with ſuch reuerence as wi 
meets, beganne the excciſe of humblinſſ; 
our foules vnto God , in the mediation 
Iceſus Chriſt, and by the direction of thi; 
holy Ghoſt proceeded in the worke cilly 
was finiſhed. In which paccecdiog it is 
eo obſcrue diverſe ſtrang eventes whigH;j 
happened. For the polleſled being of diugy,; 
kinds, we had more adoe with them : forgh, 
of the were polleſſed with skorning fpiritifty 
& quure bereaued of the right vie of rhay(e 
{ences , with whom wee were much mop, 
troubled then with che other three whidg,; 
were euer very ſober, though they w 
very ſore tormented. And yer throught 
great mercy of God , after we had madeahn 
entrance, God bridled the rape of Satin” / 
and fo reſjraiped his fury , that after | 
had made-his flouriſh. in the beginningyſo 
and ſhewed his power:(as then he will «fa 


the worſt hee can) it pleaſed God as. bathe 
forc jn- our preparation ouer-night, tes 
x4 : 'K 
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IQ the excrciſc itſelf, where many were af- 
TSmbled togerher,to makethem all quier, 
$:d ro keepe them all in ſuch ofdet,,thar 
$57 actocke in the morning ill z.aclock 
"#. the afternoone , we went forward with- 
"Yur any great interruption , faue tharnow 
d then, ſome of them had fomefudden 
Vifec for the ſpace of halfe's quarter of an 
Woure, which being ended, we went on ſtil 
Gerccauing the Eotd working With vs, gi- 
ing vs oftcntirties ſundry fignes of the 
ory, whereby we wete much cncoura- 
Fd. Forin the firſt Sermon whileſt Maſter 
Dickoms was predchiyg , Matgret Hurd- 
ugpan ; who was the principall and chief,of 
Othe ſcorners , was platnely heard, both by 
riiffeme of the Preactiers & of the peo e, to 
ha e theſe words ofidntitncs:Fmoff fone, 
muſt be gone, whether ſhall I goet Whether” 
ial I goe? I will nof 4je, [Will nat dye, © 
xpeating ouer againe & againe the,ſame 
Ting halfc'a dozen times at the Jeff, in a 
ene lowevoiceand inthe whe of ſinging. 
ta! Aﬀeerthis there appeared no great diſtra« 


Aion till three of the clocke in the after- 
gyoone: ana toward the end of my ſermon 
3s the Diſcoucrer hath reveyleq) when 
dthe aboucnamed Marerert Hurdman was 
ſhicard a9aincto viter theſ wordes, { can- 
wor 


Mc." 
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not tarie: [ cannot tavie: I am too hooty; 
am too boote: let me goe: let me goe, 'Wh 

wordes gaue vs this comfort, that Sath 
would not long keepe his holde,he was 
heated by faſting and prayer, and by jj; 
word of GoJ4 fo zcalouſlic and powerful};9" 
applyecd, as if fyer were pur into his hq; 
to burne. him out:for herevpon beforefſyP! 
ſermon was or could be ended, ſhee wii 
all the reſt brake ot into exceeding louſ fa 
crycs,all ſeaven roaring,8 bling in ſug; 
extrearne and, fearfull manner rhat c<&V 
troubled vs al, being ſoviolent and out. 5! 
gious thar they had much adoe to be hid. V 


den,For Satan then being ready ro depar tt 


Gid firlt vexe all the vaynecs of their hag. U 
and did ſo torment them, thit they wo 
forced to; Jay about chem-with both hayl. 

_ andere, to pull cheichayre, and. to rn 
their clothes, to, knocke their. hzads, a 

ro ſtrike rhemſelucs;crying out with ops. 
mouthes, & coaring as if they were mad! * 
Then was. there ſuch ſtiugling & ſtriuin? 
betweene vs and thole ſeavenDevills, 6 
ing outfo loude with ſuch violcace ar - 
extention of voyce,labouring who ſhoul. 
beloudeſt, rill our voyces were ſpent. a 
no ſtrength almoſt I: fr in vs. This bartay!: 
continued yeric ncare ths ſpace of iv 
; es Fl hous 
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I 
4:houres , till ye were exceedinglic weake- 
with longe and foude crying-vp-vnto 
chyheaucn , but it pleaſed God ron Sa- 
axfrans power much more, and ad the 
euill ſpirits vnder our feete , Aydxhus 
a ;mach nay ſcrue to.ſhew', whar beginning 
hg; we made incothis worke, and howe wee 
ej;procecded therein , and that-our whole 
wil, courle & cariadge held in this cauſe thug 
ul Fare may.cleare vs,that we pan fughe 
ſug; warke, norſcr our (clues to work, though. 
<>, - we be charged (o ro doe, by,this Djſcoye- 
1p Tic as may appeare by the ſcope. of the 
jd. whole laſt chapter of tho firſt booke; nei= 
;a; therin dealing with theſe ſtraunge afflic» 
iq. tions, haue we vicd cytherdelufions ug 


we ings , exorciſmes , orany ſuch vayne :: 


al and ridiculous foolerics as they hqug.: . - 
= - detetedin the popiſh Pricſtes;nar. ... 
a yctany ſuch hghtnes as ſhould. * * 
1 be codemned by men that + .- -. 
df © -.. meddle with matters 

ain of ſuch mo- 

<1 Ds meu. 
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MO. Jl hn "Ip a - 6: x 
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The fourthpart. ©. 
Ow-ic followeth inthe fourth. pac 

> *t&deſcribe «brieflie'the mcanet ad 
fmaherof the difpollefſion of theſe 7 pe e 
ſons, that ſoit may appeare that Mai. Br 1 
rell was ncithet the only, nor yerthe pri ;t! 
etpaFagenr therein ;e6trarie to that whit te 
the'Dileovercrdoeth falſlic report of hia li 
Chap.r: pag. 2. namelic, That though h .t| 
bad olofied in 2 ex Ibit yet his name Wn Q 
bio famous , till be had TBoeſſed 7 pe. 
(tne rr Mtaifter Starkies houſe , at one cla A 
Az fot proofe heereof they alleadge th o 
ſtoticofche boy of Burton, in the endey x 
whiett Booke;it is thts written viz. Show 2! 
lie y08# pialt have the true [orie come foorl i 
of thoft 7 in Lancaſhire, that were poſſe. V 
ſed with vacleane forter and all 7 deline ne 
red at one time by this man, Andthe mor'Y] 
to confirme this , theyalleadge Mai. Dat ©! 
rels owne teſtimonie, th his an(were to th Mm 
6 artic. of his cxam. (quoted in the mary) ©! 
cherevppon inferring thus : By this many Tl 
weaning Mai. Darrell,as be himſelfe hat Mi 
confeſſed: 1 will therefore firſt ſere downeflti 
the tructh concerning their deliuerance, 
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oF; and after proue that Mai. Darrell is made 
**the principall in this aQion by this Diſco- 
a "uercr , but vnder a ptetence onely, and for 
-*afurther fetch. 
Jac Forthe truth firſt you have heard alrea- 
} a dic, that we were three Preachers that ex- 
pe erciſcd that day, of whom I was the laſt; 8 
indeed in the latrer end of my ſermon (as 
pt, the Doſconerer bath reveyled) they grewe 
hid to be ſo ſtrong, that they could veric hard- 
hia lie be holden downe "__ their beddes, 
þk though they had lyen before reaſonablie 
quiet. 
pn. Butchicflic one of them namicly lane 
_ Aſhton, being both the ſtrongeſt & worſt 
th ofall the reſt, was alſo more vivlentlic ve- 
Jen xed, having her fittes ſo fore and ſo thick, 
z0 that we feared, ſhe would either haue fain- 
ord £cd and fa)len downe, orclls have yeelded 
ſeſ. vato Sathan , who laboured mightilic to 
ins make her workeable to his purpole: wher- 
10x Ypon Mai. Darrell and Mai. Dickoms the 
Jar Other Preacher that ioyned with vs , being 
th much aff-tcd with her miſcrie,as by force 
xo) Of her firtes ſhe was violentlic caricd altde 
1a, from the reſt, they two attended vpon her, 
a ftriving with all their power to vpholde & 
yn ſtrengthen her. 
xce, In the meanc time the other 6 being ſore 
and E $O4- 
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tormented, and ftrugling with thoſe th 
kept them ,were got from them, and: 
ing tumbled fro their pallers ro the flor 
and neare to the fre {ide, where byth 
good providence of God, I was brough 
cucn intothe middeſt of them 2 and the. : 
being aſliſted with the prayer of their p * 
rents and the people , we earneſtlie entre: 
red the Lorde forthem , with ſtronge ar 
mightie crycs: And it pleaſed God to hex « 
vs atthar inſtant for thaſe 6. who were 1 1 
ypon a {addaine ſtraungelic and fearful « 
caſt downe before vs , where they lay al t 
along one by another, altogeather fenc 
les, their bodies ſtiffe and ſtrertched our, - a 
if they had bene ſtarke dead, forthe ſpz t 
of halfe a quarter of an houre. O 
In which times, Mai. Dickoms came! t! 
me, and ſaw all of then, laide as dead,n 7: 
how they roſe vp agayne one after an tl 
ther, inorder as they fell, acknowledgi 2r 
char they were freed from the euill ſpis cl 
and that he was departed from them. A 
Wherevpon cucric one of them fſelu: Ot 
with great 1oy and gladnes of hearr, gz 
thankes to God for that benefice. ſo 
All rhis while Mai. Darr. was with t 2n 
other mayde ſtanding ar a great wind 
in another parc of the parlour, which - } 
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thi bathlong and large, ſo that hee neither 
db ſawc, nor heard, of the deliuerice of theſe 
Jon 6. he neither knewe , whenthey were caſt 
yth downe, nor when they roſe pp , nor once 
19h ſuſpccd any ſuch chinge, vnill ſuchtime 
the. as they being perfcCthe reſtored , ſtoode 
r p vpontheir feere, leaping and daunſing 8 
tre prayſing God: when allo we were all fil- 
ſed withexceeding ioy, which was teſtifi= 
hex ed by ſhowting and clapping of handes, ſo 
re 1 that the earth range with the prayſcs of 
fall God, and the whole houſe was filled with 
; al the ſounde thereof. : 
:nc Now thediligent obſcrving of the ſtats 
ut,: and condition of theſe 6 perſons in one 
ſpr houre , what violent paſſions, &extreame 
outrage they were in for the beginning of 
me! the houce , driuen and drawento crye and 
d,z Toare with all madnes and furic, and todo 
an they knew not whar. And then ſecondlie 
oj; in thelaſt part ofthe houre, to bee quire 
ſpin chaunged into another condition, caricd 
as it were with all forcc and violence into 
eu Other contrarie extremities of vnſpeakea- 
; ble ande xcefliue ioyes, the beſt way: ro be 
fo ſuddenlic brought from the bondage 
ht andtortuce of Satan, intothe glorious li- 
nd! bertie of the ſonnes 8 daughters of God. 
z x By theſe ſignes and —_ chaunge, 
by 2 


ie 
5 


6% A TavaDiscoynes Acanet 


is moſteyidenr,that the firſteſtate is ſo ms. | 
nifeſt theworke of Saran, & the 2 ſo cles. ! 
red to be the worke of God, that it canna. ! 
poſhblie be the worke of fleth and bloud, « 
neither could it bee counterfayted by anie 
man. For Iam perſwaded that if 6 of the \ 
cunningeſt wittes that be in the worlds; ? 
ſhould ioynetheir heads rogither to mak 1 
{uch another worke : yer they could na © 
deceyue the ſences of ſuch men, as hal * 
ſcene by experience, and had made ſony 1 
rriall of theſe ſtraunge and great worke, * 
for they could quicklic diſcerne , thei V 
cloſe iugling and fleightie conveyance 1 b 
be but deluſions & hipocriſie, & ſo woull Y 
their wickednes be manifeſtedroall men © 

By this it may appearethat Ma. Darrel fl 
was not the principall or chiefe Acouri A 
their diſpoſlcſſion, neither can he in dee ** 
be ſo accounted, ſeeing that at the vert 
time whiles we were crying vnto the Lon th 
for theſe 6: hee was ſeparated to anothe*t 
worke,and bulilic imployed another waj, th 
namelie , inſtructing , comfortinge, an ** 
ſtrengthening the Maide, who remayne F© 
all this while miſcrablic vexed by the De '4n 
vill. 

Wherevpon at our being there he con for 
playned yuro mee concerminyg the _— nh 
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ng ſeſſion of theſe 6, & rolde me thathe ſawe ' 
leg, neucr aone of them when they were deli> 
not _ which he fide grieued him cxcece- 
ud dinglie. 
- | Kerer this alſo I canfeſſe thatto be rrue 
the Which the diſcouerer hath diſcloſed book 
Ide; 3-chap.10.pag.y6. namelic, that I rooke 
ak; all theſe 6 vnro me, and exhorted chem to 
ng continue in the feare of God: telling them 
haj that Satan would ſeeke taenter into them 
me; againe, whom I admoniſhed to reſiſt by 
key faith and prayer, and by purting onall the 
he Whole armour of God, incouraging them 
« tn by all meaucs to ſtandefaſte, ſaying thus 
uy vnto them : If you doe manfullie reliſt,no 
1ct, doubt 'butyou ſhall ſce thar Sathan will 
rre] lic, not being able to doe you any harme. 
ira Andas they regarded well this counſell,fo 
lee} it pleaſed God to bleſle ir accordinglie, for 
cr; ÞEganethem ſuch ſtrength and courage, 
though fue of them were bur children, 
th; Thar they did moſt ſtronglie reliſt him, 6 
that though his aſſautes were vſually ve- 
an} Fic fierce and importunare for thepreſent, 
yet could he not prevaile with the leaſt to 
De J<Elde vnto him. And fo hitherto they 
haue all 6 bene preſerued both ſafe and 
on {ounde, withour anic further moleſtation, 
of © the great praiſe and gloric of God. 
po E 3 Now 
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- Nowwhiles I was thus imployed abon 
thoſe 6 . Mai. Darrell rooke great payne. 

with the Maid , hoping ſtill that ſhe wouli 
haue bene diſpolle{ſed that might alſo, bu 
it came hot ſoto paſſe. Whetevppon tho 
rough the deceirfulnes of Saran , who hal 
drawen hertodiſſemble, and brought ha 
ro an impudent outfacing of the truth , m * 
were driuc to giue ouer for that time , pus ' 
poling in the morning to renewe the exert. * 
Ciſe of faſting and prayer in the behalfe d ! 
that maide onlic; which when we had en 
ered into, ſhe was ſorer vexed and tormen | 
ted then euer ſhe was before, till it wass ? 
bour noone or one of the clocke, abou ! 
which tirne, ſhee alſo through the gre * 
mercic of God,recciued helpe and dcliue * 
rance, ; \ 
For when we had all three in order per I 
formed this ductic of prayer , ſhee hauin \ 
wrought vs all one after another till we \ 
were wearie, thelaſt time as it came to mp1? 
courſcI having continued ſome time, de d 
fired another to rake my rowme : whid 
when the maide hearde , ſhee ſuddenh (c 
caught me by the hande, held me faſt,an 
aide vnto me: Nay for Gods fake leatt 
. me notyet, ſticke roit alitle longer, 6 ya 


ſhall ce he will departe ſhoxtlie. 


al 
cl 


Her 
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.  Herevpon receyuing this, good incou- 
= — CT — with the 
ul ioyut aſſiſtice of the reſt, we earncltly en- 
by treated the Locd for her, fo it was not long 
ho bcforc the was caſt into a traunce, lying as 
ha if ſhe had bene faſt a ys, anon ſhe burſt 
- he out into weeping that the teares trickled 
\m downe her cheekes apace in a verie extia« 
pus ®rdinarie mancr ; afcer which ſhe preſent- 
xc; lie roſe vp, and thanked God char the evill 
c « ſpirit was eppanns fcom her. 
lc She alfo being violenthe aſſaulted by 
ac the Dcvill, reſiſted mafully, as the reſt did 
asz Andlikewiſc prevayled,, and (o was by the 
boy mercie of God. preſerved, during all the 
rex time ſhe was in her miſtces houſe, but af- 
lin txrwacd ſhe deparred thence , and dwclr 
 Vithher Vacle, a papiſt, in tbe furtheſt 
pep Parte of Lancaſlyre , where there reforted 
ui Vato her certayne Seuninarie pricſtes, by 
we Whoſe cGiurations and magical inchaunt- 
ments, (as it is reported) the evil ſpirit was 
\& drought into her againc, ſince which time 
hid ſhe hath bene exceedinglic rormcred , and 
en; © Cill c6rinueth. like Somers repolilclled. 
an As therefore the good providence of 
eax God may bediſcerned in the diſpoling of 
ya Althings, ſo alſo ir ſheweth it (clfe moſt 
clearclic in the wel ordering of this whole 
Jer E 4 action, 
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ation, if it be well obſerued. | 
Firſt in ſending me with Mai. Darrell: . 
bc a wirnes of thoſe ſtraunge and vawa | 
ted workes of God. | 
Secondlie, in not vſing Mai. Darrel}; { 
the chiefe inſtrument , netther forthe di | 
polleſling of the fix the firſte day , nor y: | 
for the dcliueranceof the ſ{eauenth an, | 
ſecond day, | 1 
Thirdlie, in that without his labor th: : 
Were \ wh nar by faith and prayer and | 
rher ſpicituall armour to refilt the euil {| 
rir, by meanes whereof they were preſa | 
ucd from Repollefſion. For if Mai, Dart! | 
had bene the chicfecſt in diſpuſſeſlinge 
theſe 7. and of Thomas Darling, as hew. | 
of other rwo, namely of Katherine Wrig} 1 
and cf William Sommers : then ſurelic: | 
would haue bene thought that he had h: ] 
ſome ſpeciall gifre thar way aboue oth 1 
men , andthis diſcouerer might haucha | 
the greater ſhew of advantage in chargir”p 
him ſo deepclie and fo often with th 
marteer. \ 
| For which cauſe queſtionles it pleat xo 
God to preuent himin theſe 7. Andas k 1 
Thomas Darling, Mai. Darrell onlie ga t 
adviſcto his friendes to faſt and pray , a b 
humble them (clues on his behalfe, _ ſ 
n 
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they did, neither he nor any other Prea- 
ell: cher bcing preſent , itpleaſed God at their 
wot Prayers , being bur g or 10 fimple people 
to be intreated,, and to deliuer the partic 
ell; from that pollc{ſion, thar fo by divers and 
ed! ſundry experimentes, it mighr appeare: to 
Ir 11 all the world that this is no cxtraordinarie 
nt gifte, peculiartoany one man, butcom- 
 _ montoall the faithfull , aſwell roone as to 
rthe another, and that the meane and fimple 
nd « people may hauc as grear priviledge and 
l ff power to caſt out Satan, by their fath and 
ef Fiſting and fervent prayer , as either he , or 
arr! ], orthe beſt and chiefeſt Preacher. 
get Outofthepremiſled then it may becol- 
em Jefted that If there: bee any evill in this 
'rig worke ,it is rather to be imputed vnto me 
clic: then vnto Ma. Darrel: for in tructh (as the 
dh: Lotdliverh) there is no occaſion cf euill 
oth in him concerning this matter ; for if hee 
ce ha had wroughe craftilie at other times, and 
rgir= practiſed deceyte : why ſhould it nor haue 
_ th appeared and broken our aſwell in dealing 
with theſe 7 as in other places ; bur I am 
leak perſwaded (ſnch is his ſimplicitie) that he 
as k 1s ascleare, aud was cuer as free from con- 
- ga1 terfayting, as | my ſelfe am , And I dare 
, a boldlie proteſt cuen before the Lord, thar 
nd! ſuch a thought came neuer ouce into my 
the migde; Now 
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 Nowe howlocuer it might ſceme mon 
expedicc for me to be ſilent in thefe thingy 
Jeaſt I ſhould ſeeme, or betaken even as a 
foolc in boaſting my ſelf: yet herein 1 may 
fay with the Apcitle, you haue cuen come 
pelled me: for indeed fo great is the incs. 
ventence that hath — the miſcon- 
ccyuing and miſreporting of this mate 
of facte, as that it hath enforceda neceſli- 
tic of manifeſting the trycth therof in the 
laineſt maner which yer hitherto for mo» 
deſtics fake, hath bene ſuppreſſed for the 
ſpace of z yeares,and likelic neuer to haue 
come ro light , if our innocencite could 
hane bene clearcd withour it. 

But now [ muſt ceturne tothe Diſcone- 
rer,and procecd to performe my promiſe, 
which is, to proue , that the purpoſe of tha 
DeteRour, ro make Mai. Darrell the prin« 
cipal agent 1n this diſpollcſſ1s, is onlie vn- 


dera pretence & not that he is ſo perſwa- 


ded, my reaſons are theſe : Firſt ro pretend 


Mai. Darrell to be principall ,in this,aſwet 


| 
L 


as 1nall the reſt, is great pollicie: for vndet 


this pretece, all that they charge him with 
concerning teaching of Sommers, hath 
the greater colour of tructh. Secondly , by 
inforcing this, as they doe much in theit 


booke,itdoeth more cafllic perſwade men 
t0 


] 
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to belecut, that he is a verie common and 
Jewde practizer and deceiuer. Thicdlie,by 
this title of principall,& inal places whers 
he comesto bee the chicfeſt , ir preſuppo- 
ſ:th an cxtraordinarie iugling {kill , and a 
ſingular cunning in legerdemaine , as they 
terme ir: wherevpon they aye that when 
he beganne with Karherine Wright, then 
he dealc bur rudelic and vnſkilfullic: bur 
after he had practized with Thomas Dar- 
ling and the 7 of Lancaſhire, then he was 
his ccaftes maiſter, Fourthlie, It helpes to 
zuſtific that accuſation of vaine gloric, and 
that he defires to hauea grearname, and 
to make him ſclfe famous, or ells that he 
is the onclie man that hath a peculiar pre- 
rogariue to caſt our Devills aboue all men, 
ſccing that where-ſocuer he comes , hee 
beares a way-the bell(as they ſay) and thar 
no bodie can doe the feate bur ke. Fifclic, 

vnder this pretence they may with leſle 


end -preiudice proceede againſt him ; ſecing 


wel 
det 


71th 


that in foure ſeuerall ations, though they 
finde ſome accef{ories, yet they finde none 
principall but him ſclfe. And thus polli- 
Cic hath preferred him to bee principall, 
when in deed they know hee is not ;-ſoof 
purpoſe to doc him amilchiefe, and to di- 
thonour the cauſc it ſelfe , cucn the great 

works 
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worke of God. 

And thart they are not perſwaded, tha 
hee is the principall in this worke , it my 
thus appeare : Becauſe they haue the ſto. 
ric of this matter of Lancaſhire penned by 
Mai.Dickoms,as is plainely confeiled ant 

rooucd in the Diſcouerie , wherein the 
diſpoſicſſhon of theſe 7 is moſt plainly de 
ſcribed , with the circumſtances thereof 
according to that which [ haue heere ſet” 
downc. And therein Mai. Darr..(excep | 
that hee was the man that was (ent for t_. 
come, and principallic aymed at) is mac 
equall. Concerning this booke I ſpeak: | 
that which I know, for I was examined, in | 
that whole ſtory out of it, from the begin. , 
ning to the ende : and yet the Diſcoucte | 
will take no knowledge of this matter, 
which is written there, (though it be mol 
ſure8& certayne) becauſc ir makes againf 
him, and cakes the raſh reſtimonie of the 
printer, which ſpake onclic as hee hearde,© 
that Mai. Darrell was the man : andasfa 
Mai. Darrcll him ſelfe in his teſtimonie, i 
was eyther miſtaken or miſreported: for! 
dare ſay, that he would nor ſay, that thol 
7 were deliucred or diſpoſſciled by hin 
principallie:yer the diſcoucric vrgeth both 


theſe teſtimonies ro the full, becauſe the 
| (cert 


- ® 
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ſceme much to make for him in all the 

tha former re ſpeCtes. 
ma) [fthen, this may bee receyued for the 
ſto erueth,as in deed it is, I doubt nor but thae 
db all ſuſpition of counterfayting and coniu- 
ant ring, and of all other bad dealing where« 
th wich we haue ben moſt vniuſthe charged, 
7 d& may be remoucd;as alſo that groſle ercour 
rec, which is cootoo comms, of aſcribing anie 
" gift of extraordinarie power of caſting our 
cept of Dcvills, ro anic one man, more thenta 
Ir 0 another, may be both convinced and ſup- 
1& preſſed: for herein all men may moit clear- 
eakt Jie (ee, thar the good hande of God, (in 
d,in bleſſing his own ordinance, and the poore 
giv endeuours of his ſervants) is the onely in- 
zete ward, & efficient caule of this great worke 
tte, of diſpalſetſis, that ſo all the glorie ther= 
mol =of, may wholic & onely be aſcribed 


aink vnto him, who worketh all 

f the thinges, according to the 

de, © pleaſure of his own wil, 

sfa to whom be prayſe 

ie, i for eucr. 
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Nov itfolloweth laſt of all,ro ſer don; 
the ſignes of diſpoll. ſhewed forth þ 
theſe 7 immediatlie befure their dceliue 
rance,in, and after the ſame; and therwi 
alſo brieflie to ſhewe the rerourne of tt, 
ſpirices being caſt out: how ſundrie time 
and diuers wayes bymany ſtrange & fez , 
Full aſſaultes, they ſecke to reenter :; whit 
alſo may ſcruc, as an anſwer to thar prod 
of the Diſcoucrie, contayned in the ya E 
10.chap. touching thoſe pointes, that! j 
theſe lignes being conferred according! 
divine and hiſtoricall obſervation, tho | 
that be indifferenthe minded , may bee: | 
ic to iudge what cauſe they haue to ſco: 
theſe {ignes, and to ſport them (clues wi | 
them , as they doe. 0 
The firlt ſigne to manifeſt theſe diſpa” 
was, that the ſpirites did rent, and ta, 
the polle{led, inſomuch that they werel j; 
rer vexcd and tormented immecdiatlie þ , 
fore they left them, and euen as 1t were! 5, 
their deparrure , then ever they were ati, 
nic time before: ſo it is ſaide,, when Chi, 


charged the ſpirire to come out of w : bo 
chil 
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e<&Fhilde, then the ſpitir rent him ſore , 8 af- 

ter came our, Marke 9. 26. 

© The ſeconde figne is that they crycd our 

with loude voyces, and roared out cxcee- 
don;,; olic, after the manner of beaſtes , moſt 
th lyearfull and lamentable to heare , becing 
cliue neuer ſo fierce and outragious in ante of 
"Ml thcir fittes, as cuenthen when the ſpirites 
of i were forced and compelled ro come our 
Um frhem. And of this 1encitisthus writ- 
 fex (en, f.thar vncleane ſpirites, crying witha' 
whic Joude voyce , came our of manie that were 
rod pollefled, Adt. 8. 7. 

97- Thirdlic, they were caſt downe ſudden- 
hatl jj... & lay all along ſtretched out as if they 
ng! had bene dead, and fo leaving them as 

thi gead,, the cvill ſpirices departed from the. 
beet Andthus itis written of the childe whom 
{c Chriſt diſpolleſt : when the vncleane ſpirir 
$ WI came out, he was as one deade,, infomuch 
.. that manie ſaid, he is dead, Mark 9.26. 
iſpd Fourthlie, the evill ſpirites departed oue 

© of the polleiſed in the likenes of ſome vg- - 
we ell Jie creature : and euerie one of the 7 ſlawe 
ie & and perceyued the ſpirires to departe out 
CIC ina ſcuerall likenes : one, in the ikenes of 
- Miacrowes head, round, which when it was 

Chi cur, went and ſattin a corner of the par- 
he l lour, with darknes aboutit a while , then 
chi went 
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wentit our of the windowe with ſuch &t 
flaſh of lightning, that a!l che parlour ſeeeſi 
med to her to be on a light fire: It left alſoſto 
behinde it in the maide a ſoare throat, &hc 
a moſt filthie ſmell, in ſo much that han 
meate was vctic vnſavotie for a weeke af-fof 
ter. 
Joke Sar. Another faid,ir went our like a man withþi 
kit. 2 great bulche on his backe , as bigge as aim 
man : vcrie cvill-favourcd and vglic to beypr 
holde. owl 
her The third ſawe him goc ovt like an vr-jen 
Hardman Chine or hedgehogge, and crepr as ſhee; hi 
thought, outar a veric little hole of the, fe! 
window. ;ag 
| @nneStar. Thefourth like a fowle vglic man, withjto 
a white beard, and a great bulch on hi.10 


breaſt, bigger then a mans head. : ſo1 
©, Thefiftelikeablacke man, orhikethe'Þl: 
Þ = fourth, as afore ſaid. wil 


The fixr perceyued it ro goe our in the; fire 

_—_ likenes of a great breath vglic like a road/lu 
and round like a ball. ac 

The laſt like an vglic man with a great} W2 

_ bunch on his backe, &c. fac 
"2 Fiftlic, theevill ſpirits did preſentliete; 00. 
rurne vnto them againe in the ſame likes: lar, 

nes that they went out, and ſought to req VO 


_ . enter, and, being reliſted, they departed, thr 
| thea; Jat 
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k &ben returned after in-other likeneſles ſoe- 
ceKing (till both by. promiſes 8 rhreatnings. 
loo prevaile : ſoratimes coming in the like- 
 &cs of a man profering bagges of golde 
herſand {iluer , and ſhewing them all maner 
af jof coſtlic and ſumptuous things:tempting 
hem therby to yecld vnto him, and to ler. 
ithſþim in; enforcing his tempratjous by pro- 
5 1{miſing of honours & pleaſures. , and great 
x+4preferments , of the rerourneof the ſpirit, 
:When heis caſt our, and his (ccking to re- 
7-jenter,we read inMat. 12.Luk.11..And for 
je: his diverſitie of remprations and large of- 
he_fersto prevaile, itis evidentin his dealing 
; apainſt Chriſt, Math. 4. In. theſe allaults 
th;to reenrer , the ſpirirs appeared ſametimes 
ww. io thelikenes of a beare with open mouth, -- 
:ſomtimes of an ape, ſometimes of a bigge 
he blacke dogg , fomrimes of a black Raven, 
*with a gellow bill, ſomrimes of a flame of 
he, fire, ſomtimes of diuers whelpes,buc moſt 
4/aſually in the likenefſe of Edmed Hartley. 
; econturer, who had bewitched chem, and 
x; Was hanged alſo at Lancaſter ,. for that 
*fadte, and for coniuring, In theſe appari- 
e; tlons, if hee could nor prevaile with his 
of lirge offers , and faire promilles , then 
would heterrifiechem with verye fearfull 
threatnings: As that he would caſt them 
 Wtoputts , or breake their necks, or ſoms 
f | F other 
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other way to plague them , ſayins tha 
chey ſhou!d —_— proſper. "Y fu 
Wherevpon when he (aw,that in aſſilh 
ting of them, he loſt al his labour and pr ha 
vailed not , hee labourcd ar the lengrhi 
be revenged of them , for reſiſting of hin 
to which purpoſe hee did trouble themi 
all che partes of their bodies : in theireye 
with manie vncomfortable fights, to tal fo 
rife them: he tycd their tongues that the! ſe 
could not pray, nor ſpeake as they ſhoulk le 
he pinched them in their armes , that the! n 
could nor liftthem vp, nor ſtirre themfe* fi 
a good ſpace : he perner them in thay c 
knees, and in their legges that they coulk f 
not goe, or yet if they did goe, thatthe c 
they went lame and limping for an hou þ 
or two together , and could not poſlibli 
| goe vpright: they had paineaiſo in thelf c 
feere , and in their head : thus they wer xl 
moleſted , but they ſtill (o reſiſted that 
they gaue him the foyle, ſo thatin the 
hee was forced to leaue them and ro fits y 
away. *e 
| Sixtly they being all diſpoſſeft by oy C 
and prayer , according to the ordinance v 
Chriſt , ſince thar time , all their (wellings x 
and rorments haue ceaſed, neither hawi 52 
they bin troubled or vexed with ariy mon; 
fires: Only Ianc Aſhton being _—_— 


A Fatsz Dizcovinrir. 83 


hath manifeſted the ſame by ſundrie fear- 
fall fignes, and 1s now become worle then 
She was,cuery way : bur as for thereſt,they 
haue continued now for the ſpace of wo 
ſ yeares & a half very peaceable and quier, 
hin neither haue they ſhewed forth any ligne 
yg of polleſſ1on, nor any lu(pigion thereof. 
yo - Laſtly they all gaue great thanks roGod, 
te} for their deliuerance , and that of them- 
the ſclues ſo freely and cherefully in fo cxcel- 
ule: lent & heavenly maner, as that they could 
hef? neuer doe the hike, neither before , nor 
fa: fince : they are alſo ſo changed in their 
ha; conditions, and their maners ſo well re- 
| formed, that a man ſhall heare no evill 
&-come fcomthem , nor any vnſecmely be- 
uf haviour: and now they can pray , and take 
& delight in prayſing God. They goe to 
# church , to heare the word, and continue 
, there with much comfort, and are cuery 
W way better then they were before. 
And thus 1 haue finithed this diſcourſe, 
& whercin | haue del faithfully ro my pow- 
* er, and whereby | haue derectcd this dil- 
' couerer tobe a great deceyucr : likea Tra- 
| veylerthar rakes vpon him to diſcouer di- 
uers countries, wherein hee neuer came, 
| and todeſcribe the ſtate & people of cer- 
taine ncw-found landes , the (cituation 
: F2 whetre= 
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whereof he nener knew or heard of , onlffhey 
'a mecere fiction of his owne invention. Jain 
Thus hath this derractour dealt with vs:Mir w: 
with this moſt honourable and famoggto h 
Fact of Lancaſhire: In deſcribing iro 
vayne and ridiculous practize', dereQir 
therein great deceite, and much legerdyFwill 
mayne: and yerfor all that; he neuerſayit, 
the practize of it with his eyes, neither diftiz 
he cuer heare any evill deteCted,or deceinfKne 
vicd therein. This worke was neuer yaſno\ 
called in queſtion nor eucr-examined bymc 
way of tryall, as is plainly-corifeſſed in thyI m 
Diſcouerie : and hitherto rhere hath naganc 
bene found any one witneſle'to bring igpra 
any evidence to proue it countetfaite , nagyor 
any Chriſtian euer yet heard to open hiff Þ 
mouth to ſpeake any evill againſt it. | 
The Reader therefore may much wor 
der at the intollerable boldnes of this me 
licious Accuſer , that dare vndertake t__ 
diſcouer men & their dealings, eſpecial; 
Preachers of the Goſpell ro be le Col- 
finers, and moſt notorious deceyvers , anl 
y ct neuer ſaw nor knew any evil by them 


or any ſure and certaine fignes of any (u 
ſpiti6 therof.: And may alſo ſee how iniu+ 
nous they are, to this vnblameable wotk; 

that in an vnſatiable delice to pranks 
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lfhey haue cait an evill name vpon it, defa- 
Thing it for a fraudulent praQtize , though 
ec was ncucr trycd , nor yercuerdereted 
wo haue deceyre or bad dealing in ir, by any 
nthe worlde b:fides rhemielues : which 
et being mcere ſtraungers to the cauſe, 
ill needs condemne it before they heare 
aſſt, and punith the parties that haue pra- 
itizcd in it, as moſt impious , befoce they 
ifknow whar evill they haue done : And 
now hauing thus wronged vs being iuſt 
men, yea both robbed and wounded vs, as . —. 
bg1 may ſay:We mult be bound to the peace, ] 

d mutt promiſe neither ro publiſh nor 
pracize theſe niatters: or es remaine pri- 
dners |till , with expectation of further 
puniſhment, which wze are willing to 

endure , ſceiag we cannot chule 

bur ſpeake thoſe thinges, 


% which wee hauc both 
p heard & ſeene. 
(-) 


* Thu diſcourſe good Reader Was di- 
| 

ſpatched in bl xa. laft. The 
5 difficulricof primtinghath hindred 

abe publiſng of it thus longe. 


